
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 

 

City of Covington Surface Water to Tap

Have you ever had water that had a dissatisfactory color, odor or taste? You would wonder if it was safe to drink, wouldn't you? At the City of 
Covington, we understand that you expect only the best water that is pleasing to sight and smell and guarded against pathogens. Two water 
sources supply water for two treatment facilities that produce a blended water for customers. Lake Varner, an 820 acre reservoir is the source 
water for Cornish Creek Water Treatment Facility.  Cornish Creek WTF is an up-flow clarification facility permitted for 25 MGD (Million Gallons 
per Day). Ninety-seven percent of the water produced in 2019 came from Lake Varner. Williams St. WTF is a conventional plant capable of 
producing 4.0 MGD. Its source of water is the Alcovy River. Water is pumped from the Alcovy River to City Pond Reservoir where it gravity flows 
or is pumped to Williams St. WTF. Contaminants and potential pollution sources in the watershed are identified in a source water 
assessment plan. A source water assessment plan for the Alcovy River watershed has been completed. The overall susceptibility of the 
watershed was rated medium. The greatest potential threat to source water quality is agricultural waste ponds and secondary paved roads. The 
recommendations from the plan will ensure that citizens served by the City of Covington will be provided the best quality water in the future.

ABOUT YOUR DRINKING WATER
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* TTHMs and HAA5s = Annual averages are used for compliance

80 ppb None

None                           

NoneN/A 2.17 ppm

TT = 0.3 NTU                            
95% of Samples < 0.3 NTU 

*76.0 ppb 18.0 - 50.0 ppb

Typical Sources of  
ContaminantSubstance

Regulated Contaminants

Microbiological Contaminants

2019

Number of 
Violations

Year 
Tested

Agriculture, Geology

Detected Range

Newton County Water System (for City of Covington)
Cornish Creek WTF = Source of 98% of Water Produced in 2019
Williams Street WTF = Source of 2% of Water Produced in 2019

Detected Contaminants Table

2019 Human & Animal Waste

MCL MCLG
Newton County 
Water System 

Maximum

0.89 - 2.17 ppm

Additive / Naturally Occurring

Organic  Compounds

N/A *43.0 ppb60 ppb 15.0 - 32.0 ppb
2019

None
Total Trihalomethanes N/A Treatment Process By-Product

By-product of drinking water 
chlorination

Filtered Turbidity 

Treatment Process By-Product

0                             
100 % 0.23 NTU 0.02 - 0.23 NTU

2019

Total Organic Carbon TT  

None

Lead 15 ppb N/A 1.1 ppb

4 ppm 1.02 ppm

91 ppb

4 ppm

Action Level Typical Sources of  
Contaminant

Household Piping

2019

0 None 2017 Household Piping
2017

Year 
Tested

Number of 
Violations

2019

4 ppm 4 ppm

Substance

Fluoride

Inorganic Contaminants

2.27 ppm

0.42 - 1.02 ppm None

MCLG
Newton County 
Water System    
90th Percentile

Haloacetic Acid

0 NoneCopper 1300 ppb N/A

Chlorine

Number of 
Samples Above 

Action Level

0.72 - 2.27 ppm


