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REGULAR MEETING, MAYOR AND COUNCIL, CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA,
COUNCIL ROOM, APRIL 21, 2025, 6:30 PM.

Mayor Pro-tem Kimberly Johnson presided with Council Members: Susie Keck, Anthony
Henderson, Travis Moore, Charika Davis, Jared Rutberg, City Manager Tres Thomas, Deputy City
Manager John King, City Clerk Audra M. Gutierrez, and City Attorney Frank Turner, Jr. Mayor
Fleeta Baggett was not in attendance.

Dr. Reverend Royeese Stowe gave the invocation.

Mayor Pro-tem Johnson asked everyone to observe a moment of silence for the recent passing
of Council member Keck’s husband, John.

Mayor Pro-tem Johnson led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States

of America.
3k %k 3k %k %k k

1. A motion was made by Council Member Moore and seconded by Council Member
Henderson to approve the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting held on April 7,
2025.

The motion carried unanimously.

%k %k %k %k %k k

2. The motion was made by Council Member Rutberg and seconded by Council Member
Moore to approve the final reading of the ordinance for the City of Covington:

“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE
COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16™ DAY OF
OCTOBER, 2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO ALTER CERTAIN
PROVISION OF TITLE 13 OF THE SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE PURPOSE OF
AMENDING SECTION 13.12.090 (FEES AND RATES) OF CHAPTER 13.12 (WATER
SYSTEM) THEREOF, TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.”
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The motion was carried with Council Members Johnson, Moore, Rutberg, Keck, and Davis
voting in favor. Council Member Henderson voting against.
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3. A motion was made by Council Member Rutberg and seconded by Council Member
Henderson to amend the agenda to add:

AA1 - Discussion of modification to fireworks contract due to tariffs.

The motion carried unanimously.

%k 3k 3k %k %k k¥

4, A motion was made by Council Member Moore and seconded by Council Member Keck
to authorize payment of $8,036.34 to Repairers of the Breach, covering the cost overage
for the 2024-2025 warming shelter, with funds to be drawn from the Elected Officials’
budget.

The motion carried with Council Members Keck, Moore, Johnson, Davis, and Rutberg
voting in favor. Council Member Henderson voting against.

The City Attorney clarified that the Mayor Pro-tem has voting rights but does not possess
veto authority.

%k %k %k %k %k k

A Public Hearing was held at 6:51 PM concerning a Special Use Permit for an Auto Repair
Facility to be located at 7187 Washington Street, Ste | - PSU25-0003. The applicant,
Thomas Westbrooks, was in attendance to speak in favor of the SUP.

5. A motion was made by Council Member Rutberg and seconded by Council Member
Moore to approve the SUP to allow the Auto Repair Facility to operate at 7187
Washington Street, Ste—I, with conditions:

e Abide by all referenced ordinances under Section 16.20.100 for
Automotive Repair and Maintenance;

e Abide by all referenced ordinances under Section 16.20.500 Outdoor
storage;

e All ordinances supplemental use standards pertaining shall be followed, or
the operation and owner/management thereof will be held in violation
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and subject to penalties found under Chapter 1.12 of the Covington Code
of Ordinance;

e All automotive repair activities must take place within the existing
enclosed bay.

The motion carried unanimously.

%k %k % 3k %k k

A Public Hearing was held at 6:59 PM concerning a Special Use Permit for a Personal Care
Home to be located at 9235 Cedar Ridge Drive - PSU25-0004, located in the NR1 Zoning
District, with 1998 square feet, only using 1000 square feet at this time. The applicant,
Angelica Floyd, attended to speak in favor of the SUP.

6. A motion was made by Council Member Davis and seconded by Council Member
Henderson to approve the SUP to allow the Personal Care home located at 9235 Cedar
Ridge Drive to operate, with conditions:

The personal care home shall comply with all local, state, and federal
regulations governing such facilities.

The applicant shall obtain all necessary permits, licenses, and certificates of
occupancy before commencing operations.

Should the request be approved, all approved, all ordinances, supplemental
use standards pertaining shall be followed, or the operation and
owner/management thereof will be held in violation and subject to penalties
found under Chapter 1.12 of the Covington Code of Ordinance.

The personal care home will be limited to four residents with the approval of
the Georgia Department of Community Health (DCH).

The Personal care home is limited to only the proposed address. At no time
can a personal care home be operated out of both sides of the duplex.

The motion carried unanimously.
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A Public Hearing was held at 7:06 PM for a Zoning Ordinance Amendment to Sec. 16.24.
040.B2. viii to remove the requirement for security fencing around hotels &
motels/Extended Stays, which is specific to the Covington Town Center Overlay.

7. A motion was made by Council Member Henderson and seconded by Council Member
Rutberg to approve the first reading of an ordinance for the City of Covington:
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“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE
COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16™ DAY OF
OCTOBER, 2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO ALTER CERTAIN
PROVISIONS OF TITLE 16 OF THE SAID CODE OR ORDIANANCES FOR THE PURPOSE
OF AMENDING SECTION 16.24.040 (COVINGTON TOWN CENTER OVERLAY
ZONING DISTRICT) OF CHAPTER 16.24 (OVERLAY ZONING DISTRICTS); TO REPEAL
CONFLICTING ORDIANCES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.”

The motion carried unanimously.
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8. A motion made by Council Member Rutberg, and seconded by Council Member
Henderson to approve a modification to the fireworks contract in the amount up to
$2,300.00, pending Newton County Board of Commissioners’ decision.

The motion was carried out with Council Members Keck, Moore, Johnson, and Rutberg
voting in favor. Council Members Davis and Henderson voting against.

%k %k ok %k %k *k

A Public Hearing was held at 7:17 PM for a Zoning Ordinance amendment to Sec.
16.52.270 to reduce the required number of feet for letters of notice to property owners
and the amount of time for a legal advertisement notice for the Historic Planning
Commission to consider Certificates of Appropriateness.

9. A motion was made by Council Member Rutberg and seconded by Council Member
Moore to approve the first reading of an ordinance for the City of Covington:

“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE
COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16™ DAY OF
OCTOBER, 2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO ALTER CERTAIN
PROVISIONS OF TITLE 16 OF THE SAID CODE OR ORDIANANCES FOR THE PURPOSE
OF AMENDING SECTION 16.52.270 (PUBLIC HEARING ON APPLICATIONS FOR
CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS, NOTICE AND RIGHT TO BE HEARD) OF
CHAPTER 16.52 (HISTORIC PRESERVATION); TO REPEAL CONFLICTING
ORDINANCES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.”

The motion carried unanimously.

%k %k ok %k % %k

10. A motion was made by Council Member Moore, and seconded by Council Member
Rutberg to approve appointments to the Covington Downtown Authority:
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11.

12.

13.

14.

Larry Brandtonies, *Kim Carter, JT Folson, *Jeffrey Johnson, *Nita Thompson, and *Eric
Threets

*denotes reappointment

The motion carried unanimously.

>k 3k 3k %k % %k

A motion was made by Council Member Moore, and seconded by Council Member
Rutberg to approve appointments to the Covington Planning Commission:

*John Maxwell, *John Travis, and Cole Inman.
*denotes reappointment

The motion carried unanimously.

%k %k ok %k %k *k

A motion was made by Council Member Rutberg, and seconded by Council Member Davis,
to approve appointments to the Covington Redevelopment Authority:

Morgan Franklin and Dwayne Turner.

The motion carried unanimously.

%k %k ok %k %k %k

A motion was made by Council Member Rutberg, and seconded by Council Member
Henderson to approve appointments the Downtown Development Authority:

Candice Dean and Cindy Mask.

Council Members Keck, Moore, Johnson, Rutberg, and Henderson voting in favor. Council
Member Davis voting against.

%k %k %k %k %k %k

A motion was made by Council Member Rutberg, and seconded by Council Member
Moore to approve appointments to the Historic Preservation Commission:

Karrick Kelly and Dene Huff.

The motion carried unanimously.
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15.

16.
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A motion was made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Moore
to approve the first reading of an ordinance amendment to comply with National Flood

Insurance Program (NFIP) and Community Rating System (CRS) program requirements:
“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE
COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16™ DAY OF
OCTOBER, 2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO ALTER CERTAIN
PROVISIONS OF TITLE 15 OF THE SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE PURPOSE

OF AMENDING CHAPTER 15.48 (FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION); TO REPEAL
CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.”

The motion carried unanimously.

3k 3k 3k 3k %k %k %k k

A motion was made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Moore to
approve placing the MEAG Power 2024 Year-End Settlement in the amount of
$3,619,298.00 in the Flexible Operating Account, Intermediate Extended Maturity
Portfolio.

The motion carried unanimously.

3k 3k 3k 3k %k %k %k k

Mr. R. Norrington thanked Mayor Pro-tem Johnson and the City of Covington for the help
he received in getting a line removed from across his roof.

Reverend Dr. Royeese Stowe thanked Gas Department employee Gary Cook for helping
her and lighting her pilot light.

Ms. Goggins thanked those representatives of the City for attending the recent Easter egg
hunt.

City Manager comments:

- Recognized and thanked all the Telecommunicators, Linemen, and Administrative
Professional employees for all that they do

- On 5/6 Pastor Lett will hold a meeting to discuss homelessness

- Introduced Larry Manning as the new Special Project Coordinator

Council Member Rutberg thanked all of those who volunteered for boards and committees, the
alcohol ordinance passing, and informed Chief Bradford that Officer Byrd is doing a great job.
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Council Member Davis thanked John King for handling issues/complaints and always being
available.

Council Member Keck thanked everyone for all the calls, messages, and texts.

Mayor Pro-tem Johnson thanked Ms. Thelma and Ms. Goggins for the invitation, and thanked
Dwayne Mask, Director of Newton County Parks and Recreation for restoring power at the
facility, and also thanked the linemen, Audra, and Angela for keeping the city going.

Being no further business meeting, the meeting adjourned at 7:38 PM.

Fleeta S. Baggett, Mayor

Audra M. Gutierrez, City Clerk
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