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REGULAR MEETING, MAYOR AND COUNCIL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY OF 
COVINGTON, GEORGIA, MAY 5, 2025, 6:30 PM. 

 
Mayor Fleeta Baggett presided with Mayor Pro-tem Kimberly Johnson, Council Members: Susie 
Keck, Anthony Henderson, Travis Moore, Charika Davis, Jared Rutberg, City Manager Tres 
Thomas, Deputy City Manager John King, City Clerk Audra M. Gutierrez, and City Attorney Frank 
Turner, Jr.  
 
Pastor Russell Graves gave the invocation.  
 
Mayor Baggett led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America. 
 

****** 
1. Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Henderson to 

approve the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting held on April 21, 2025, with the 

addition of an “*” next to John Maxwell. 

Motion carried unanimously.  
 
****** 
Mayor and Council recognized the graduates of the Citizens Police Academy 2025 Spring 
Class. 

 
****** 

2. Motion made by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Davis to 
approve the final reading of the ordinance for the City of Covington: 

 
“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE 

COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16TH DAY OF 
OCTOBER, 2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO ALTER CERTAIN 
PROVISIONS OF TITLE 16 OF THE SAID CODE OR ORDIANANCES FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF AMENDING SECTION 16.24.040 (COVINGTON TOWN CENTER OVERLAY 
ZONING DISTRICT) OF CHAPTER 16.24 (OVERLAY ZONING DISTRICTS); TO REPEAL 
CONFLICTING ORDIANCES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.” 

 
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
****** 
 

3. Motion made by Council Member Moore, seconded by Council Member Henderson to 
approve the final reading of the ordinance for the City of Covington: 
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“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE 

COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16TH DAY OF 
OCTOBER, 2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO ALTER CERTAIN 
PROVISIONS OF TITLE 16 OF THE SAID CODE OR ORDIANANCES FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF AMENDING SECTION 16.52.270 (PUBLIC HEARING ON APPLICATIONS FOR 
CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS, NOTICE AND RIGHT TO BE HEARD) OF 
CHAPTER 16.52 (HISTORIC PRESERVATION); TO REPEAL CONFLICTING 
ORDINANCES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.” 

 

Motion carried unanimously.  
 
****** 

4. Motion made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Henderson to 
approve the final reading of the ordinance for the City of Covington: 

 
“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE 

COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16TH DAY OF 
OCTOBER, 2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO ALTER CERTAIN 
PROVISIONS OF TITLE 15 OF THE SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF AMENDING CHAPTER 15.48 (FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION); TO REPEAL 
CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.” 
 

Motion carried unanimously.  
 
****** 

5. Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Davis to 

amend the agenda to add: 

-Discussion of weapons in city parks. 

Motion carried unanimously.  
 
****** 

6. Motion made by Council Member Moore, seconded by Council Member Henderson to 

approve the Task Order 2025-09 from A & S Paving, Inc. in the amount of $109,154.23, 

for pipe replacement at 7152 Martin Street. 

 

Motion carried unanimously.  

 

****** 

7. Motion made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Henderson to 
approve the RFP from Powders and Paint Face Art and Tattoos to provide face painting 
for various community events throughout the 2025 event season. 
 
Motion carried unanimously.  

 

****** 
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A public hearing was held at 6:46 PM concerning the resolution for the transmittal of an 

amendment to the Impact Fee Capital Improvements Element to the Northeast Georgia 

Regional Commission. 

 

8. Motion made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Henderson to 

approve the adoption of the afore-mentioned resolution. 

 

Motion carried unanimously.  

 

****** 
9. Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Davis to 

approve a resolution for the Capital Improvement Element FY2024 Annual Update. 
 
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
****** 

10. Motion made by Council Member Keck, seconded by Council Member Davis to appoint 

Heather King to the Historic Preservation Commission. 

 

Motion carried unanimously.  

 

****** 

11. Motion made by Council Member Keck, seconded by Council Member Henderson to 

approve a resolution authorizing the staff and professionals to proceed with the issuance 

of revenue bonds; providing for the reimbursement of expenditures with the proceeds of 

the revenue bonds; and for other related purposes. 

Motion carried unanimously.  

****** 

12. Motion made by Council Member Moore, seconded by Council Member Johnson to 

approve the best bid from Southern Pipeline in the amount of $1,525,499.99, for the Gas 

Meter Exchange project. 

 

Olameter $150.96/meter Total $1,388,812.59 

Southern Pipeline Inc. $165.81/meter Total $1,525,499.99 

Gunter Construction Company $240.00/meter Total $2,208,000.00 

Bermex Inc. $267.00/meter Total $2,456,400.00 

Spectrum Gas Solutions LLC $285/00/meter Total $2,645,499.99 

TruCheck Utility Metering Solutions $287.54 Total $2,645,360.94 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 
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****** 

13. Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Davis to 

approve the proposed nominees for GMA’s District 5 Officers for the 2025-2026 year. 

   President Kurt Ward, Mayor, Braselton  
First Vice President Amanda Willis, Mayor Pro Tem, Carlton  
Second Vice President John Howard, Mayor, Monroe  
Third Vice President Daniel Graves, Mayor, Elberton 

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

****** 

A discussion ensued regarding weapons at City parks.  

 

The City Attorney stated GA law states citizens can carry if they are 18 and over.  

 

Council member Keck stated signs stating “No Weapons in City Parks” may have an 

impact.  

 

It was the consensus of the Council to have legal look into what the City can do and report 

back. 

  ****** 

City Manager comments:   

-On 5/6, at 10 AM, Pastor Lett will hold a meeting to discuss homelessness 

-5/13-15, 2025, has been selected for the budget work session from 5 PM - 8 PM 

at the Covington Airport  

 

Deputy City Manager comments: 

-The American Public Gas Association will conduct a safety awareness survey, 

performed by Blue Water; the survey will contact our customers and non-

customers in our service areas by phone; once completed, they will report the 

findings back to the city.   

Council Member Davis:  

-Expressed her gratitude regarding the Washington Street Community Center 

Performing Arts Showcase last Saturday; she had a great time and urged everyone 

to please support the talented children.  
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Council Member Rutberg:  

-Thanks to John King for the quick responses. Asked to follow up with board 

members who are expiring soon or not being reappointed. 

Mayor Baggett: 

-She stated she enjoyed her time off and the Mayor’s walk with the county at the 

senior center.  

-She had a great time with Council Member Davis and others at the Washington 

Street Community Center Performing Arts Showcase.  

-The Floyd Street Project is still moving along.  

-She recognized Chief Bradford for having one more meeting before departing his 

role as Chief of Covington Police.  

 

14. Motion made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Johnson to enter 

into Executive Session at 7:10 PM.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

******** 

15. Motion made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Keck to enter back 

into Regular Session.  

The motion carried unanimously. 

******** 

 

Being no further business meeting, the meeting adjourned at 8:02 PM. 

 

                                                                                 ____________________________ 

               Fleeta S. Baggett, Mayor 

_____________________________ 

     Audra M. Gutierrez, City Clerk 


