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REGULAR MEETING, MAYOR AND COUNCIL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY OF 
COVINGTON, GEORGIA, MAY 19, 2025, 6:30 PM. 

 
Mayor Fleeta Baggett presided with Mayor Pro-tem Kimberly Johnson, Council Members: Susie 
Keck, Anthony Henderson, Travis Moore, Charika Davis, Jared Rutberg, City Manager Tres 
Thomas, Deputy City Manager John King, Acting Deputy Clerk Tiffany Johnston, and City Attorney 
Frank Turner, Jr. City Clerk Audra Gutierrez was absent. 
 
Reverend Dr. Royeese Stowe gave the invocation.  
 
Mayor Baggett led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America. 
 
Mayor Baggett administered the Oath of Office to new Covington Police Officers Emily Allen and 
Zach Hardy. 
 

****** 
1. Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Davis to 

approve the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting held on May 5, 2025. 

Motion carried unanimously.  
 
****** 

2. Motion made by Council Member Keck, seconded by Council Member Moore to approve 
an application to obtain a license to sell alcoholic beverages for off-premises 
consumption only for: 
 
Covington Texaco   4120 Washington Street  
 
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
****** 

3. Motion made by Council Member Keck, seconded by Council Member Moore to approve 
the purchase of a Jet Vac Trailer through Sourcewell Contract in the amount of 
$176,620.00, for the Electric Department.  
 
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
****** 
Covington Fire Department’s Chief Doss discussed the need for community input for their 
5-year Strategic Plan.   
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****** 
Jody Graichen with Northeast Georgia Regional Commission was in attendance to give a 
presentation on the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Redevelopment Fund 
(RDF) Program. 
 

 A public hearing was held at 6:53 PM concerning a resolution for a Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) 2025 Application submission with regards to the 
Conyers Street Gymnasium located at 1146 Conyers Street.  

 
4. Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Davis to 

approve the adoption of the afore-mentioned resolution. 

 
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
****** 
A public hearing was held at 7:04 PM concerning a Special Use Permit for an event facility 
to be located at 1114 Brown Street. Applicant Brian Bernard and Tommy Walton spoke in 
favor of the SUP. 
 

5. Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Henderson 

to approve the afore-mentioned SUP with conditions: 

 

• A certificate of appropriateness (COA) must be obtained from the Historic 
Preservation Commission for all exterior alterations. (Companion Case #  

• The micro-brewery must comply with all federal, state, and local licensing and 
health regulations.  

• Any outdoor music or events must comply with the City’s noise ordinance.  

• Any proposed signage must comply with the City’s sign ordinance.  

• Before any work can begin on the property, all required building permits must be 
submitted and approved by the appropriate City department.  

• The food truck shall be parked within the interior of the lot, and all customer 
service and transactions must occur from the internal portion of the property—
not from the street frontage or perimeter.  
 

Motion carried unanimously.  

 

****** 

6. Motion made by Council Member Keck, seconded by Council Member Davis to appoint 
Mayor Baggett as Chair to the Parking Authority. 
 
Motion carried unanimously.  

 

****** 
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7. Motion made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Henderson to 

approve the best RFP from Datavoice for an Outage Management System (OMS) and 

Interactive Voice Response (IVR) for the Electric Department. 

   

RFP  Base System Annual Recurring 
Fees  

Recurring fees after 
10 yrs 

Milsoft  $101,500.00  $112,245.00  $1,223,950.00 

Datavoice $237,284.35 $64,359.00 $880,874.00 

Daupler No IVR - - 

Softlink $1,200,000.00 $50K - $100 K - 

 

Motion carried unanimously.  

 

****** 
8. Motion made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Johnson to 

approve the best RFP from Cappstone Energy Group to provide wood pole inspections, 
pad mount transformer inspections, joint use pole attachment audit, NESC safety audit, 
and hourly engineering services. 
 

Cappstone Energy Group 
Asplundh 

Perfect View Aerial Media* 
 

*did not meet specifications 
 
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
****** 

9. Motion made by Council Member Keck, seconded by Council Member Rutberg to approve 
the first reading of an ordinance for the City of Covington:  
 

“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE 
COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16TH DAY OF 
OCTOBER, 2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO ALTER CERTAIN 
PROVISIONS OF TITLE 16 OF THE SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF ADOPTING CHAPTER 3.20 (SECONDARY ELECTRIC SUPPLIERS); TO REPEAL 
CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.” 

 

Motion carried unanimously.  

 

****** 

10. Motion made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Rutberg to 

approve proposed street list to submit for the 2025 Local Road Assistance Administration 

Fund (LRA) Supplemental Grant: 
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Bent Pine Court 

Settlers Grove Road 

Villedge Drive NW Street 

Colony Drive 

Cherokee Drive 

Clearview Drive NW 

 

Motion carried unanimously.  

****** 

11. Motion made by Council Member Keck, seconded by Council Member Davis to appoint 
Mayor Baggett as voting delegate for the 2025 GMA Annual Business Meeting. 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

****** 

12. Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Keck to appoint 

John King as flag bearer for the Parade of Flags at the GMA Annual Convention. 

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

****** 

Melissa and Adam Marlowe were in attendance to speak about their concern of how the 

work on Floyd Street is affecting their business.   

 

Carla Ferry was in attendance to express her concern of a letter received from Code 

Enforcement and how she is being singled out by the Planning and Zoning office.  

  ****** 

City Manager comments:   

-Latham Sanitation has a driver competing in the 2025 Georgia SWANA Chapter 

Road-E-O, therefore routes could experience delays but that all routes are 

expected to be caught up by the end of the week.  

-Due to the Memorial Day holiday commercial dumpster service will run one day 

behind schedule for the entire week. No delays expected for residential.  

-Chief Bradford’s retirement. 

 

 

Mayor Baggett: 
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-Praised the Covington Police Department for their involvement in recent events.    

-She stated that AG Day was cancelled due to rain.  

-The Rainbow Bridge is now open at Legion Field.  

-She expressed her concern to the business owner on Floyd St. being affected by 

the continuous work on that street. 

-She addressed Carla Ferry and her concern for being singled out by Code 

Enforcement.  

 

****** 

13. Motion made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Moore to enter 
into Executive Session at 7:48 PM for the purpose of discussing a pending administrative 
proceeding.  
 
Motion carried unanimously. 

******** 

14. Motion made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Keck to enter back 

into Regular Session.  

The motion carried unanimously. 

******** 

Being no further business meeting, the meeting adjourned at 8:33 PM. 

 

                                                                                 ____________________________ 

               Fleeta S. Baggett, Mayor 

_____________________________ 

Tiffany Johnston, Acting Deputy Clerk 


