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REGULAR MEETING, MAYOR AND COUNCIL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY OF 
COVINGTON, GEORGIA, OCTOBER 6, 2025, 6:30 PM. 

 
Mayor Fleeta Baggett presided with Mayor Pro-tem Kimberly Johnson, Council Members: 
Anthony Henderson, Jared Rutberg, and Charika Davis, City Manager Tres Thomas, Deputy City 
Manager John King, Clerk Audra M. Gutierrez, and Attorney Frank Turner, Jr. Council Members 
Travis Moore and Susie Keck were absent. 
 
Reverend Dr. Royeese Stowe gave the invocation.  
 
Mayor Baggett led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America. 
 
Mayor Baggett signed a Declaration of Partnership with Clements Middle School as a Partner in 
Education. 
 
Mayor Baggett administered the Oath of Office to new Covington Police Officers Donovan Bostic, 
Rapheal Asberry, and Trayton Spears. 
 
Mayor Baggett acknowledged land donation from the Newton County Water and Sewer 
Authority for the new 911 Center.  
 

****** 
1. Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Davis to 

approve the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting held on September 15, 2025. 
 

Motion carried unanimously.  
 
****** 

Mayor Baggett informed everyone that Council members Keck and Moore were out of 
town.  

 
****** 

2. Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Rutberg to 
approve the final reading of an ordinance to amend Section 2.09 - Officers; election; 
bonds; duties; oaths of the City Charter: 

 
“AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 2.09 OF THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF 

COVINGTON; TO REPEAL ALL OTHER ACTS AND ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; 
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.” 
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Motion carried unanimously.  
 
****** 

3. Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Davis to 
amend the agenda to add: 

 
-Discussion of change to the hours at the Covington Cemeteries. 

 
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
****** 

4. Motion made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Rutberg to 
approve licenses for on-premises consumption only for:  

Nagoya Japanese Steakhouse  1065 Access Road 
Springhill Suites Covington  10233 Industrial Blvd 
Osake Hibachi Grill   2123 Usher St. NW 
The Social Goat Tavern  1115 Church Street 
 
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
****** 

5. Motion made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Rutberg to 
approve licenses for off-premises consumption only for:  

BP Food Mart    5224 Hwy 278 
  Covington Package Store  6138 Jackson Hwy 
 

Motion carried unanimously.  
 

****** 

6. Motion made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Rutberg to 
approve a license for on-premises and off-premises consumption only for:  

Springhill Suites Covington  10233 Industrial Blvd 
 

Motion carried unanimously.  
 
****** 

7. Motion made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Rutberg to 
approve the best RFP from Sunbelt Builders in the amount of $181,529.00, for the design 
and construction of a new pavilion at Central Park. 

Sunbelt Builders  $181,529.00 
BH Gregory   $173,256.30 
West GA Deck   $238,000.00  
Ruben Morgan Construction $424,800.00  
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Bliss Products   no price in RFP 
 

Motion carried unanimously.  
 

****** 

8. Motion made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Rutberg to 
approve the best RFP from GWES in the amount of $112,500.00, for assistance in 
conducting the required MS4 (Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System) inspections 
and preparing the City’s annual report. 

 
   Ardurra    $330,574.94 
   GWES     $112,500.00 
 

Motion carried unanimously.  
 

****** 
Newton County Industrial Development Authority’s Executive Director Serra Hall was 
attendance to discuss the 2025 Regional Job Fest to be held on October 30th at 10 AM at 
the Newton Campus Conference Center, 8100 Bob Williams Parkway. 
 
****** 

9. Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Henderson to 
approve the low bid from Coggins Construction Co, LLC in the amount of $369,618.88, for 
Phase II of the Brookwood Circle Culvert Replacement Project. 
 
  Coggins Construction Co, LLC  $369,618.88 
  A & S Paving Inc.   $387,756.00 
  Anderson Grading and Pipeline, LLC $414,409.00 
  Site Engineering Inc.   $429,452.00 
  Helix Grading & Utility LLC  $464,000.00 
  Lewis Contracting Services LLC $475,440.00  
 
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
****** 

10. Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Davis to 
approve a change in the Service Delivery Strategy to reflect that each of the municipalities 
within Newton County are authorized to provide parks and recreation services and 
facilities within their municipal boundaries as an enhanced level of service in addition to 
the parks and recreation services and facilities provided on a county-wide basis by 
Newton County. 

 

Motion carried unanimously.  
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****** 

11. Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Henderson to 
approve amending the WRF Improvement and Implementation project in the amount of 
$1,068,000.00, to allow for more efficient treatment of City’s wastewater and resolution 
amending the 2026 Budget.   

 
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
****** 

12. Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Henderson to 
approve a Scope of Services fee proposal from Qk4, Inc. in the amount of $142,006.08, 
for Task Order #3- Phase 1 -GDOT Project PI 0018009 along SR 12/US 278 from Turner 
Lake Road to SR 81/Emory Street. 

 
Motion carried unanimously.   
 
****** 

13. Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Rutberg to 
approve a fee proposal from Qk4, Inc. in the amount of $812,519.47, for Task Order #1- 
Phase II - GDOT Project PI 0019217 along SR 12/US 278 from SR 81/ Emory Street to 
Hospital Drive. 

 
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
****** 

14. Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Davis to 
approve of initiating the process of adding a three-way stop sign at Avery and Walnut 
Streets. 

 
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
****** 

A lengthy discussion ensued regarding an agreement between the City of Covington and 
Ice Days, LLC. 
 

15. Motion made by Council Member Rutberg to pay $6,250.00 upon signing the contract, 
$6,250.00 at the end of the season, and reimbursed with any additional sponsorship 
monies raised. 
 
Motion died for the lack of a second.  
 



CoC10062025  5 
 

16. Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Henderson to 
approve to amend the agreement with Ice Days, LLC to specify that the City will cover only 
the utility costs for the ice skating rink for the 2025–2026 season. 

 
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
****** 

17. Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Davis to 
approve the first reading of an ordinance of the City of Covington: 

 
“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE 

COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16TH DAY OF OCTOBER, 
2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO ALTER CERTAIN PROVISION OF 
TITLE 12  OF THE SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE PURPOSE OF ADOPTING SECTION 
12.24.030 (PUBLIC CEMETERY HOURS OF OPERATION AND RESTRICTED ACTIVITIES) TO 
CHAPTER 12.24 (CEMETERIES) THEREOF, TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES.” 

  
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
****** 

Serra Hall announced that Target has confirmed a 128,500 square foot store to be 
constructed at Covington Town Center. 
 
Comments from the Deputy City Manager: 

-Service Delivery Strategy goes before Newton County BOC and all other Cities. --

-Radon Testing needs to be done at the Conyers Street Gym 

Comments from the Mayor and Council: 
 
Council member Johnson thanked John King for assistance with neighbor. 

 

Council member Davis thanked John King for assistance with large wasp nest and thanks 

to the City Manager for assistance with question regarding Brown Bridge Road. 

 

Council member Rutberg stated he would like signs to show where monies for projects 

are coming from.  

 

Mayor Baggett stated she will be swearing in 5-year-old Henry Taylor tomorrow at the 

Covington Police Department. Mayor Baggett thanked the Covington Police Department 

for assistance in the hoax active shooter call. 
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****** 

18. Motion made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Henderson to 
enter into Executive Session at 7:50 PM for the purpose of discussing personnel.  

 
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
****** 

19. Motion made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Rutberg to enter 
back into Regular Session.  

 
Motion carried unanimously.  

 
****** 

Being no further business meeting, the meeting adjourned at 8:22 PM. 

            

 

____________________________ 

               Fleeta S. Baggett, Mayor 

_____________________________ 

     Audra M. Gutierrez, City Clerk 


