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COVINGTON

georgia

REGULAR MEETING, MAYOR AND COUNCIL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY OF
COVINGTON, GEORGIA, NOVEMBER 3, 2025, 6:30 PM.

Mayor Fleeta Baggett presided with Mayor Pro-tem Kimberly Johnson, Council Members:
Anthony Henderson, Jared Rutberg, Charika Davis, Travis Moore, and Susie Keck, City Manager
Tres Thomas, Deputy City Manager John King, City Clerk Audra M. Gutierrez, and Attorney Frank
Turner, Jr.

Reverend Dr. Royeese Stowe gave the invocation.

Mayor Baggett led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of
America.

Daniel Gaddis with Department of Community Affairs presented the PlanFirst designation to the
City of Covington.

City of Covington Police Chief Brent Fuesting, recognized and awarded certifications to recent
graduates of the Citizens’ Police Academy Class.

%k %k ok %k %k %k

1. Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Rutberg to
approve the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting held on October 20, 2025.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k %k %k %k %k

2. Motion made by Council Member Keck, seconded by Council Member Rutberg to approve
the final reading of an ordinance of the City of Covington:

“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE
COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16™ DAY OF
OCTOBER 2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO ALTER CERTAIN
PROVISIONS OF TITLE 16 OF THE SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE PURPOSE
OF AMENDING SECTION 16.08.010 (DEFINITIONS) OF CHAPTER 16.08
(INTERPRETATIONS AND DEFINITIONS), AMENDING SECTION 16.16.020
(PERMITTED USES) OF CHAPTER 16.16 (STANDARD ZONING DISTRICTS) AND
ADOPTING SECTION 16.20.705 (TAPHOUSE) TO CHAPTER 16.20 (SUPPLEMENTAL
USE PROVISIONS), TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.”
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Motion carried unanimously.
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3. Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Davis to

amend the agenda to add:

- Approval of purchase from Davenport Group for Disk Array Replacement in the

amount of $82,935.21 for City Hall.

Motion carried unanimously.
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4, Motion made by Council Member Keck, seconded by Council Member Johnson to approve
licenses for on-premises consumption only for:
Applebee’s # 97098 5176 Hwy 278
Chili’s Grill & Bar 14480 Paras Dr.
El Charro Mexican Restaurant # 1 Inc. 3165 Elm Street, NE
El Charro Mexican Restaurant # 5 Inc. 9148 Dr. MLK JR. Ave
Five O’clock Sports Bar & Grill 7191 Turner Lake Rd.
Ichiban Ramen & Sushi Bar 4152 Washington Street, SW
Jim Stalvey’s Restaurant & Lounge 3132 Hwy 278, NE
Musulyn’s International Restaurant 6129 Hwy 278
Pockets Billiards 6185 Hwy 278
Tello’s Mexican Grill 4139 Hwy 278 NW
Motion carried unanimously.
3k %k 3k %k %k k
5. Motion made by Council Member Keck, seconded by Council Member Johnson to approve

licenses for off-premises consumption only for:

21 Package Store

Beverage Mall

Bonds BP

Dollar General Store # 11417

Dollar General Store # 7057
Dollar General Store # 85

Hester’s Package Store
Kroger #214

Nitro 2 Go, LLC

Pace Street BP
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6147 Hwy 278 NW

7254 Washington St., SW
8145 Washington St.
10734 Hwy 36

7118 Hwy 278 NE

6185 Hwy 278 NW

5148 Washington St.

3139 Hwy 278 NE

9135 Martin Luther King Jr Ave.
2106 Pace St.



QuikTrip #1739 10900 Town Center Dr

QuikTrip # 798 3214 Hwy 278 NW
QuikTrip # 821 11124 Hwy 142
Turner Lake Food To Go 6229 Turner Lake Road
Turner Lake Marathon 6206 Turner Lake Rd.
Walgreens #13760 3188 Hwy 278 NE

Motion carried unanimously.
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6. Motion made by Council Member Keck, seconded by Council Member Johnson to approve
a license for wholesale distribution for:

Leon Farmer & Company 100 Rail Ridge Rd., Athens, GA
Motion carried unanimously.
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7. Motion made by Council Member Keck, seconded by Council Member Johnson to approve
a license for Art Shop License for:

Wild Art 1105 Washington St.
Motion carried unanimously.

%k 3k 3k %k %k

8. Motion made by Council Member Keck, seconded by Council Member Johnson to approve
purchase of an Eaton PST-9 Switchgear for stock replacement in the amount of
$174,220.00, for the Electric Department.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k %k %k %k %k

0. Motion made by Council Member Keck, seconded by Council Member Johnson to approve
RFP from GWES in the amount of $103,200.00, for the Academy Springs Pond
Rehabilitation.

GWES $103,200.00
Keck & Wood $155,500.00

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k ok %k % %k

10. Motion made by Council Member Keck, seconded by Council Member Johnson to approve
best RFP from Newline Skateparks in the amount of $120,945.00 for design and
construction of a new Skate Park facility at Central Park.

Newline $120,945
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11.

12.

13.

14.

Grindline $107.440
Spohn Ranch $100,000
Pillar Design $40,250

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k % 3k %k k

Motion made by Council Member Keck, seconded by Council Member Johnson to approve
Task Order 2025-20 from A & S Paving, Inc. in the amount of $158,278.90, for Pace Street
stormwater pipe repair located at 2122 Pace Street.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k 3k 3k %k %k

Motion made by Council Member Keck, seconded by Council Member Johnson to approve
task order payable to A & S Paving, Inc. in the amount of $77,189.30, for the Conyers
Street Stormwater Rehab project, ex post facto.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k 3k 3k %k %k

Motion made by Council Member Keck, seconded by Council Member Johnson to approve
a purchase from Davenport Group for disk array replacement in the amount of
$82,935.21, for City Hall.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k ok %k %k %k

Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Keck to approve
the first reading of amendment to add standards for a Taphouse to Chapter 5.12 Alcoholic
Beverages with condition to remove section 5.12.230e regarding patron consumption
limit:

“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE
COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16™ DAY OF
OCTOBER, 2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO ALTER CERTAIN
PROVISION OF TITLE 5 OF THE SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE PURPOSE OF
AMENDING SECTION 5.12.030 (DEFINITIONS), SECTION 5.12.050 (LOCATION),
SECTION 5.12.060 (QUALIFICATIONS FOR LICENSEES), AND SECTION 5.12.190
(REPORTING REQUIREMENTS) OF CHAPTER 5.12 (ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES)
THEREOF, TO ADOPT SECTION 5.12.230 (TAPHOUSE) TO SUCH CHAPTER, TO
REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.”

Motion carried unanimously.
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

>k 3k 3k %k % %k

Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Henderson to
revisit item 3, Chapter 16.20.705 Taphouse, regarding distance between establishments.

Motion carried unanimously.

>k 3k 3k %k % %k

Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Henderson to
amend section 16.20.705 Taproom to delete Section A Distance Requirement.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k 3k 3k %k %k %k

Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Rutberg to
approve an amendment to the Ground Lease Agreement adding a public bathroom at the
Lions Club building located at Academy Springs Park.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k 3k 3k %k %k

Motion made by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Moore to
approve the best RFQ from RS&H for aviation consulting services for Covington Municipal
Airport.

Holt
Michael Baker International
Kimley-Horn & Associates
RS&H
Croy/GMC

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k ok %k %k %k

Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Johnson to
approve Final Design Phase Task Order from Keck & Wood in the amount of $902,145.01,
for the Turner Lake Widening Project.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k ok %k % %k

Ms. Thelma Nolley thanked the City for assistance with Halloween bags for children and
senior citizens. Ms. Nolley encourage everyone to vote for change.
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20.

21.

City Manager Tres Thomas commented on the large turnout for Halloween with over 6000
people attending and thanked the YMCA and the Covington Downtown Authority for
efforts. The City Manager also commended the Covington Police and Public Works
Departments for shutting down the Square and cleaning up after the event.

Council Member Keck encouraged everyone to get out and vote for her replacement.

Council Member Johnson stated she attended Halloween at Legion Field and thanked
Community Development for organizing the event.

Council Member Moore thanked Covington Police Chief Fuesting for his presence at
Legion Field for Halloween and everyone that helped with the event’s success.

Council Member Rutberg spoke positively about all of the ongoing rehabilitation projects.
He thanked city personnel, specifically Planning and Zoning and Stormwater Departments
for their hard work, as well as the Covington Police Department for all its additional work
with the Citizens Academy. He stated that he believes The City has great staff all around.

Council member Henderson commended Planning and Zoning as well as the
Transportation Department for all of their hard work. He mentioned that he’s happy to
see the stop signs at Avery Street are going up and he encouraged everyone to get out
and vote.

Council Member Keck congratulated the Eastside Highschool Girls Softball Team for
winning the State Championship.

Mayor Fleeta Baggett also congratulated the Eastside Highschool Girls Softball Team for
winning the State Championship and thanked the Covington Police Department for all of
their hard work on Halloween and for escorting the EHS Softball Team through the city
after their victory. The Mayor encouraged citizens to get out and vote.

%k %k %k %k %k %k

Motion made by Council Member Moore, seconded by Council Member Davis to enter
into Executive Session at 7:24 PM for the purpose of discussing potential litigation.

%k % % %k %k %k

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k ok %k % %k

Motion made by Council Member Keck, seconded by Council Member Davis to enter back
into Regular Session.

Motion carried unanimously.

CoC11032025 6



>k 3k 3k %k % %k

Being no further business meeting, the meeting adjourned at 7:35 PM.

Fleeta S. Baggett, Mayor

Audra M. Gutierrez, City Clerk
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