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REGULAR MEETING, MAYOR AND COUNCIL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY OF
COVINGTON, GEORGIA, FEBRUARY 2, 2026, 6:30 PM.

Mayor Pro-tem Jared Rutberg presided with Council Members: Dwayne Turner, Kimberly
Johnson, Anthony Henderson, and Travis Moore, City Manager Tres Thomas, Deputy City
Manager John King, City Clerk Audra M. Gutierrez, and City Attorney Frank Turner, Jr. Council
Member Charika Davis attended via teleconference. Mayor Fleeta Baggett was absent.

Reverend Dr. Royeese Stowe gave the invocation.

Larry Manning led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of
America.

Kimberly Smith presented the City of Covington November Civility Award to Teresa Cleary for
being instrumental in the implementation of the 911 Center system upgrades and 911 Gala
planning.

Kimberly Smith presented the City of Covington December Civility Awards to Joshua Bennett and
Adam McQuaig for their life saving actions, outstanding performance, and teamwork.

Mayor Pro-tem Rutberg recognized Lt. Chris Cain’s retirement the following day.

Sgt. Mark Joyner thanked Covington Police Citizens Academy Board Members: Dwahn Turner,
Donna McDaniel, and Kim Fincher for their service as they roll off of the board. Mrs. Finchers
daughter, Casey Fincher, accepted the award on her behalf.

Sgt. Mark Joyner acknowledged and welcomed the Covington Police Citizens Academy New 2026
Board Members: Kimberly Smith, Gail Dearro-Norwood, Pat Shepherd, Jennifer Mosely, Joshua
Cline, Scott Willis and Dr. Alice Teague.
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1. Motion was made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Henderson to
approve the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting held on January 20, 2026.
Motion carried unanimously.
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2. Motion was made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Henderson
to amend the agenda to add the following three items to this agenda:
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a. Consent Agenda Item 4a. “Approval of an application for on-premises consumption,
off-premises consumption, and Taphouse only for Headbangers Taphouse located
at 5125 Hwy 278, NW.”

b. Item 6a. “Discussion of Tattoo Parlor in TCM zoning.

c. Item 6b. “Discussion of Rental cars in CM zoning.

Motion carried unanimously.
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Mr. Bill Ross with Ross + Associates was in attendance to present the proposed Parks &
Recreation component to the Development Impact Fee Ordinance, Chapter 15.52. A
public hearing was held at 7:06 PM.

3. Motion was made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Moore
to approve the first reading of an ordinance for the City of Covington:

“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE
COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16TH DAY OF
OCTOBER, 2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO ALTER CERTAIN
PROVISIONS OF TITLE 15 OF THE SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE PURPOSE
OF AMENDING CHAPTER 15.52 (DEVELOPMENT IMPACT FEES) TO ADD A PARKS
AND RECREATION COMPONENT AND ESTABLISH A NEW FEE SCHEDULE; TO
REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.”

Motion carried unanimously.
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4, Motion was made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Turner
to approve a license for on-premises consumption, off-premises consumption, and
Taphouse only for Headbangers Taphouse located at 5125 Hwy 278, NW.

Motion carried unanimously.
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5. Motion was made by Council Member Moore, seconded by Council Member Turner to
approve to enter into an agreement in the amount not to exceed $200,000.00 with
Lakeshore Engineering, to complete Phase 2 Preconstruction Services for the WRF.

Reeves Young
Harper GC
Lakeshore Engineering

Motion carried unanimously.
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A discussion ensued regarding a request to allow a tattoo studio to be allowed in the TCM
zoning district with a SUP. Property/business owner Jennifer Hartman and tattoo artists
Jessica and Austin Sells were in attendance in favor of the request.

6. Motion was made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Davis to
approve the initiation of a text amendment to allow tattoo studios in TCM zoning district
with a SUP.

Motion carried with Council Members Turner, Johnson, Davis, and Henderson voting in
favor. Council Member Moore and Mayor Pro-tem Rutberg voting against.
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A discussion ensued regarding a request to allow a rental car business in the CM zoning
district.

7. Motion was made by Council Member Turner, seconded by Council Member Moore to
approve the initiation of a text amendment allowing a rental car business in the CM zoning
district.

Motion carried with Council Members Turner, Johnson, Moore, Davis, and Mayor Pro-
tem Rutberg Henderson voting in favor. Council Member Henderson voting against.
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Ms. Thelma Nolley asked for clarification of who Solid Waste Coordinator, Anderson
Bailey, is employed by. She expressed a personal issue with Mayor Pro-tem Rutberg.

The City Manager thanked the staff for their extra work over last few weekends. He
confirmed that Anderson Bailey works for the City of Covington.

The Deputy City Manager thanked the staff for their extra work over last few weekends.

Council Member Turner thanked John, Tres, and staff for their extra work over last few
weekends.

Council Member Johnson thanked the staff for their extra work over last few weekend
and asked the status of the pedestrian light at the crosswalk of Emory and Clark Streets.

John King confirmed that GDOT is aware of the issue and working to repair that was most
likely delayed due to recent weather.

Council Member Moore thanked the staff for their extra work over last few weekends.

Council Member Henderson thanked the staff for their extra work over last few
weekends. Commented on the Rules for Conduct of Business stating he doesn’t believe
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that he should need permission or a vote by council members to add items to or amend
the agenda.

Mayo Pro-tem Rutberg confirmed that the only time an agenda item needs to be voted
to be added to agenda is if the item missed the deadline. The vote is to amend the agenda
since the public has not been notified of the item prior to the meeting.

Council Member Turner expressed his opinion that the agenda deadline should not apply
to council members, that they should be allowed to add at any time.

The City Attorney confirmed that there is a legal requirement to have the complete
agenda posted for public view prior to the start of the meeting.

City Clerk Audra Gutierrez explained the agenda preparation process and confirmed that
the item in question was submitted after the deadline and after the agenda had been
reviewed and approved by Mayor and Admin. and send to the newspapers for
notification.

Council Member Henderson disagreed and stated there should be more flexibility for
council members to add items after the deadline.

City Manager Tres Thomas said we may have a little flexibility, but any additions are
generally right after the deadline and are urgent in nature.

Mayo Pro-tem Rutberg commended Officer McNair and John King for assistance with a
water issue on Jackson Hwy. He thanked the staff for their extra work over last few
weekends.
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Being no further business meeting, the meeting adjourned at 8:10 PM.

Jared Rutberg, Mayor Pro-tem

Audra M. Gutierrez, City Clerk

Co0C02022026 4



