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REGULAR MEETING, MAYOR AND COUNCIL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY OF 
COVINGTON, GEORGIA, MARCH 2, 2026, 6:30 PM. 

 
Mayor Fleeta Baggett presided with Mayor Pro-tem Jared Rutberg, Council Members: Dwayne 
Turner, Kimberly Johnson, Travis Moore, Charika Davis and Anthony Henderson, City Manager 
Tres Thomas, Deputy City Manager John King, City Clerk Audra M. Gutierrez, and City Attorney 
Frank Turner, Jr.  
 
Reverend Dr. Royeese Stowe gave the invocation.  
 
Mayor Baggett led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America. 

  
Reverend Willie Davis, President of the Newton County Ministers Alliance, spoke regarding a 
project sponsored by the Atlanta Braves and Chick-fil-a to be held, 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM, March 
20th at Legion Field to distribute 250 meals to those in need. He invited the Council Members to 
volunteer and serve, beginning at 8:00 AM. He thanked everyone for their support with the 
Thanksgiving meal distribution.  

 
 ****** 
1. Motion was made by Council Member Moore, seconded by Council Member Henderson to 

approve the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting held on February 16, 2026. 
 
 Motion carried unanimously.  
 
 ****** 
2. Motion was made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Johnson to 

approve the final reading of an ordinance for the City of Covington with the limit of not more 
than four sales per year for occasional sales on personal property by resident: 

 
     “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE 

COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16TH DAY OF 
OCTOBER, 2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO ALTER CERTAIN 
PROVISIONS OF TITLE 16 OF THE SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF AMENDING SECTION 16.16.190 – SPECIAL EVENTS, SECTION 16.20.720 – 
TEMPORARY COMMERCIAL USE (RETAIL), AND SECTION 16.08.010 – DEFINITIONS; TO 
REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.” 
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 Motion carried unanimously.  
 
 ****** 
3. Motion was made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Davis to 

approve an application for on-premises consumption only for Pinches Ta-Ko’s Shack, located 
at 10327 Industrial Blvd, NE, Covington, GA 30014.  

 
 Motion carried unanimously.  
  
 ****** 
4. Motion was made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Davis to 

approve an agreement with Kleinfelder, to be added to the Gas Department’s list of on-call 
emergency engineering firms.  

 
 Motion carried unanimously.  
 
 ****** 
5. Motion was made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Davis to 

approve the purchase of two meters for the Serverfarm Project in the amount of $86,435.24, 
plus shipping.  

 
 Motion carried unanimously.  
 
 ****** 
 Planning & Development Director Judy Thagard discussed a resolution to transmit the 

Capital Improvements Element FY2025 Annual Update to the Northeast Georgia Regional 
Commission and the Atlanta Regional Commission, pursuant to the Georgia Development 
Impact Fee Act.  

 
 A Public Hearing was held at 6:45 PM. 
 
6. Motion was made by Council Member Turner, seconded by Council Member Henderson to 

approve the afore-mentioned resolution.  
 

 Motion carried unanimously.  
 
 ****** 
7. Motion was made by Council Member Turner, seconded by Council Member Rutberg to 

approve a fee schedule resolution for Sec. 16.08.010, 16.20.720, and 16.12.190, for 
Temporary Commercial Use and Special Event Permits: 
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 Motion carried unanimously.  
 
 ****** 
8. Motion was made by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Henderson to 

approve a Landlord Agreement Consent and Waiver between Archer Aviation and Synovus 
Bank, at no risk or liability to the City, which agrees to recognize Synovus as the tenant in 
the event of a foreclosure, subject to FAA and GDOT approval.   
 

 Motion carried unanimously.  
 
 ****** 
9. Motion was made by Council Member Moore, seconded by Council Member Johnson to 

authorize Covington Fire Chief Doss to move forward with the Fire Station 23 Project, with 
the projected construction cost of $8,033,723.00. 
 
Motion carried unanimously.  

 
 ****** 
10. Motion was made by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Moore to 

approve the initiation of a text amendment to remove the use of the text “Cigar Lounges” 
from TCM zoning district and add it to the CM zoning district.  
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Council Members Rutberg, Moore, and Johnson voting in favor. Council Members 
Henderson, Davis, and Turner voting opposition. Motion carried with Mayor Baggett voting 
in favor, breaking 3 – 3 tie. 

 
 ****** 
 Council member Henderson discussed proposing a Marijuana Ordinance which would 

eliminate incarnation, set a fine based on the offense, clarify civil status, and preserve 
transfer rights. 

 
 After a lengthy discussion, 
 
11. Motion was made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Davis to 

create an ordinance decriminalizing marijuana possession of one ounce or less.  
 
Council Members Henderson and Davis voting in favor. Motion denied with Council 
Members Turner, Rutberg, Moore, and Johnson voting in opposition. 

 
 ****** 
 Ms. Barbara Morgan spoke out against the volume and choice of music being played on the 

square. 
 
 Ms. Zoe Sales described an incident she had with the Covington Police Department. 
 
 Mr. Kenneth Morgan asked for an update with the Central Park Project and a pre-pay option 

for billing.  
 
 Tres Thomas commended the Newton County Historical Committee on Black Heritage 

Preservation and the Downtown Development Team for the success of the Black History 
Month Parade and Jazz Concert. He announced that the closing of Emory Street for bridge 
repairs has been moved to March 9th through August.  

 
 John King commended Kim Smith and Camille Taylor for their work decorating the City of 

Covington golf cart for the Black History Parade.  
 
 Larry Manning thanked everyone that came out for the skate park meeting at Legion Field. 

He mentioned that members of staff went to the State Capital last week to receive the Plan 
First Community Award from the Georgia Department of Community Affairs on behalf of The 
City.  

 
 Council Member Turner thanked members of the community for their involvement in online 

discussions the past couple of weeks. He stated that their voices are being heard.  
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 Council Member Moore commended Larry Manning for his work preparing and hosting the 
skate park meeting. He addressed Ms. Morgan’s concern with music stating that they are 
aware there was an issue with music and it is being addressed. He spoke to Mr. Morgan 
about the progress at Central Park, informing him that the playground sail shades, restrooms 
and disc golf areas are in progress. The skate park may be part of the next steps. 

 
 Mr. Morgan asked when they will address the additional items on the list when he was a 

councilman.  
 
 Council Member Turner informed Ms. Sales that the Police Chief was present and may be 

able to address her concerns.  
 
 Council Member Davis would like access to footage discussed by Ms. Sales. She stated that 

she would like to see more timely destruction of marijuana in the evidence locker to help 
defendants with any trust issues they may have with police. She stated she would like more 
information on the process.  

 
 Mayor Baggett explained that some of the cases involving the evidence are over and the 

Police Department stores the evidence to take to be destroyed in bulk since it is not 
destroyed locally. 

 
 Council Member Davis also expressed displeasure in the results of the vote against item 11, 

Decriminalizing Marijuana. 
 
 Council Member Turner defended his decision pointing out that currently suspects are not 

charged for being in possession of 1 oz or less of marijuana alone. The drug is confiscated 
and destroyed and creating an ordinance would further penalize suspects.  

 
 Council Member Rutberg addressed Mr. Morgan about the progress at Central Park, 

informing him that items are being addressed as funding is acquired. He stated currently a 
portion of Hotel /Motel Tax and Impact Fees are being used for current projects that are 
underway. 

 
 John King confirmed that the project to install sun sails is currently in progress and the 

construction of bathrooms and the pavilion began last week.  
 
 Mayor Baggett added that she has been working with Judge Cheveda McCamy on adding a 

community garden at the park. 

 Mr. Morgan asked if the community is being informed of the updates and asked about a 

basketball court. 
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 Council Member Rutberg confirmed there is community notification and stated funds were 

used to repair existing courts on Washington Street and the City will continue working 

through the items on the wish list as funds are available. He reminded that they can only 

complete a few items at a time.  

 Council Member Henderson stated that he is not surprised that his Item 11, decriminalizing 
marijuana, was not approved due to the progress standards in the south. He stated he would 
like access to footage discussed by Ms. Sales and commended her for her courage with 
sharing her comments. 

 
  Chief Fuesting stated he will put Captain Tinsley in touch with Ms. Sales to try to resolve her 

issue.  
 
 Council Member Davis stated she would like Ms. Sales to stay after meeting to speak with 

her. 
 
 Mayor Baggett asked everyone to continue prayers for Officer Henry and his family. 
 
 ****** 

12. Motion was made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Henderson to 
enter into Executive Session at 8:11 PM to discuss potential litigation.  

 
Motion carried unanimously.  

 
****** 

13. Motion was made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Moore to 
enter back into regular Session at 8:25 PM.  
 
Motion carried unanimously.  
 

 ****** 
14. Motion was made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Moore to 

approve a Declaration of Taking for certain easement rights over and across 0.04 acres of 
land on Parcel C018 0002 007, to repair culvert.  

 
Motion carried unanimously.  
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 ****** 
 Being no further business meeting, the meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM. 
 
 

________________________________ 

                              Fleeta S. Baggett, Mayor 

_________________________________ 

     Audra M. Gutierrez, City Clerk 


