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COVINIQQ%E

REGULAR MEETING, MAYOR AND COUNCIL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY OF
COVINGTON, GEORGIA, MARCH 16, 2026, 6:30 PM.

Mayor Fleeta Baggett presided with Mayor Pro-tem Jared Rutberg, Council Members: Dwayne
Turner, Kimberly Johnson, Travis Moore, Charika Davis and Anthony Henderson, City Manager
Tres Thomas, Deputy City Manager John King, Clerk Audra M. Gutierrez, and City Attorney Frank
Turner, Jr.

Reverend Dr. Royeese Stowe recognized city staff for work they did to get power restored after
storm last week. She gave the invocation.

Mayor Baggett led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of
America.

Mayor Baggett presented a Proclamation to the American Red Cross declaring March Red Cross
Month in Covington.

Mayor Baggett presented a Proclamation to the City of Covington Finance Department for
Government Finance Professionals Week.

Kimberly Smith presented Nick Noble and Audry Payne with the City of Covington’s February
Civility Awards.

Mayor Baggett announced the City received an award from Govdeals for reaching the two-
million-dollar mark.

1. Motion was made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Henderson to
approve the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting held on March 2, 2026.

Motion carried unanimously.
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2.  Motion was made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Moore to
approve the Eastside Trail Drainage Improvement task order to A&S Paving to complete
work under our annual contract for stormwater rehabilitation for the estimated project cost
of $77,305.25

Motion carried unanimously.
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3. Motion was made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Moore to
approve of Airport Obstruction Removal Engineering Services by RS&H in the amount of
$135,767.00.

Motion carried unanimously.
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4. Motion was made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Moore to
approve Airport Northwest Apron Crack Seal, Rejuvenation, and Remarking Construction
Administration and Observation Phase Services by RS&H in the amount of $38,419.00.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k ok %k %k %k

5.  Motion was made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Moore to
approve the Airport Layout Plan update in the amount of $167,794.00.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k ok %k %k

Planning & Development Director Judy Thagard discussed a Zoning Ordinance Amendment
to Sec. 16.08.010 — definitions, Sec. 16.16.020 Use Table, to allow a Passenger Car Rental
business in the CM zoning district, and Sec. 16.20.560 Passenger car rental.

%k %k % %k %k k

Mayor Baggett informed everyone that she just received word that Officer Henry passed
away.

%k %k %k %k %k k

Reverend Dr. Royeese Stowe prayed for the family of Officer Henry.

%k %k %k %k %k k

Mayor Baggett stepped away from meeting from 6:55 PM. Mayor Pro-Tem Rutberg led
meeting until her return at 6:59 PM.

% %k 3k %k % %k

A Public Hearing was held at 7:02 PM concerning an amendment to Ch. 16.20.560.

6. Motion was made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Johnson to
approve the first reading of an ordinance for the City of Covington:
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“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE
COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16™ DAY OF OCTOBER,
2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO ALTER CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF
TITLE 16 OF THE SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE PURPOSE OF AMENDING SECTION
16.08.010 (DEFINITIONS), AMENDING SECTION 16.16.020 (PERMITTED USES) AND
ADOPTING SECTION 16.20.560 (PASSENGER CAR RENTAL); TO REPEAL CONFLICTING
ORDINANCES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.”

Motion carried with Council Members Rutberg, Davis, Moore, and Johnson in favor. Council
Members Henderson and Turner were opposed.

%k 3k 3k %k %k %k

Planning & Development Director Judy Thagard discussed a Zoning Ordinance Amendment
to Sec. 16.08.010 — definitions, Sec. 16.16.020 Use Table to allow a Tattoo and body piercing
parlor/studio in the TCM district with a Special Use Permit, and Chapter 16.20 Supplemental
Use Provisions.

A Public Hearing was held at 7:18 PM.

Scott Jay, Jennifer Hartman, Adam Holcombe, and Sadie Huff spoke in favor of the
amendment.

Barbara Morgan and Lee Mayfield spoke in opposition to the amendment.

7. Motion was made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Davis to
approve the first reading allowing tattoo and body piercing studios in the TCM District with
the addition of adding the text “preschool” along with the specifications regarding schools.

Motion was denied with Council Members Rutberg, Moore, Johnson, and Turner opposed.
Council Members Henderson and Davis were in favor.

%k %k %k %k %k k

Council Member Davis stepped away from meeting at 7:45 PM.
Mayor Baggett called for recess at 7:46 PM.

The meeting resumed at 7:52 PM.

%k %k % %k %k %k

Planning & Development Director Judy Thagard discussed a proposed Future Land Use Map
(FLUM) amendment from IND to COM and to rezone parcel located at 10115 Lochridge Blvd
from M-2 (Heavy Industrial) to CM (Corridor Mixed-Use).
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10.

11.

A Public Hearing was held at 8:01 PM.

Motion was made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Henderson to
approve a Future Land Use Map (FLUM) amendment from IND to COM for the parcel located
at 10115 Lochridge Blvd.

Motion carried unanimously.

Motion was made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Henderson to
approve rezoning the parcel located at 10115 Lochridge Blvd from M-2 (Heavy Industrial) to
CM (Corridor Mixed-Use).

Motion carried unanimously.
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Council Member Moore recused himself 8:03 PM.

Motion was made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Johnson to
approve initiation of amendment to prevent sales and events in ordinance 16.20.635 for
Short Term Rentals.

Motion was denied with Council Members Henderson, Davis, and Turner opposed. Council
Members Rutberg and Johnson voted in favor.

Moore returned to meeting 8:16 PM.
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Motion was made by Council Member Moore, seconded by Council Member Turner to
approve the bid from Wall Asphalt Services, Inc. in the amount of $343,385.00, for the
Northwest Apron Crack Seal, Rejuvenation, and Remarking at the Covington Municipal
Airport.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k %k %k %k %k

A discussion ensued regarding delinquent stormwater account balance collection options.
No action was taken by council.

skosk skok skok

Council Member Turner stepped away from meeting at 8:29 PM.

Council Member Davis stepped away from meeting at 8:29 PM.

CoC03162026 4



12.

13.

14.

15.

Mayor Baggett called for recess at 8:30 PM.
Meeting resumed at 8:31 PM.

%k 3k 3k %k % %k

A lengthy discussion ensued regarding adding another street light on Stone Mountain Street.

Motion was made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Henderson to
approve an additional street light on Stone Mountain Street.

Council Members Henderson, Davis, and Turner voted in favor. Council Members Rutberg,
Moore, and Johnson opposed. Motion denied with Mayor Baggett voting against, breaking
3 -3 tie.

%k %k ok %k %k %k

Motion was made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Davis to
approve to a city initiated amendment to the Future Land Use Map from RES to COM and
rezone from NR-2 to CM, for properties located at 4110, 4141, 4101, & 4127 Gold St, and
4171 Briscoe St.

After a lengthy discussion, Council Members Henderson, Davis, and Turner voted in favor.
Council Members Rutberg, Moore, and Johnson opposed. Motion denied with Mayor
Baggett voting against, breaking 3 — 3 tie.

%k %k %k %k %k %k

Motion was made by Council Member Turner, seconded by Council Member Henderson to
approve first reading of an ordinance to eliminate disconnection fee:

“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE
COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16™ DAY OF OCTOBER,
2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO ALTER CERTAIN PROVISION OF
TITLE 13 OF THE SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE PURPOSE OF AMENDING SECTION
13.04.110 (METER READING AND BILLING, DATES PAYMENT DUE AND DELINQUENT,
PENALTY AND DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE FOR NONPAYMENT — RECONNECTIONS -
RESPONSIBILITY OF UTILITY CUSTOMER TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE MEANS FOR RECEIPT
OF BILL) THEREOF, TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.”

Motion carried with Council Members Henderson, Davis, and Turner voting in favor. Council
Members Rutberg and Moore opposed. Council Member Johnson abstained from the vote.

%k %k 3k %k % %

Motion was made by Council Member Moore, seconded by Council Member Rutberg to
approve a resolution authorizing the mayor and city clerk to execute an escrow agreement
regarding Amazon Data Services, Inc.’s contribution to the reuse system.
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Motion carried with Council Members Turner, Johnson, Moore, Davis, and Rutberg voting in
favor. Council Member Henderson opposed.

>k 3k 3k %k %k %k

Rosie Crawford thanked Council Members Davis, Henderson and Turner for their attendance
after being invited to the Nelson Heights Grand Re-opening on Saturday. She inquired when
residents will receive updates on Data Centers.

Jennifer Hartman thanked Judy (Johnson) Thagard for all that she does. She expressed how
hard she always sees Judy working in her different roles. She expressed thanks to Anderson
Bailey for his assistance with extra trash pick-up. She recommends the City be more attentive
to the trash/sanitation needs as well as parking needs on and around the square. She
expressed her disappointment in the decisions made by council on the Tattoo Studio Zoning
and amendment to the Short-term Rental ordinance.

Terry Houston expressed concern regarding closure of a portion of City Pond Road when
Three Ring Studios purchased land. He asks that the City consider re-opening City Pond Road,
since Three ring has sold the land back to the City, to assist residents of the area.

Tres Thomas informed everyone that March 18 is Natural Gas Utility Workers Day. He asks
everyone to show appreciation to City Gas Workers. He mentioned a portion of Emory Street
closed last week. He reminded everyone that it is a GDOT project and assured everyone that
City staff will assist where they can with local traffic issues.

John King stated that Dr. Seuss Day on the Square was a success. He said that over 700 books
were distributed. He thanked everyone that volunteered for the event. He announced that
the Water & Sewer Department was awarded the Georgia Utilities Coordinating Council
(GUCC) Golden Backhoe Award for safe digging practices.

Council Member Henderson commented that sooner or later you will listen to the
community and decisions you make at meetings have consequences.

Council Member Rutberg commented to Mrs. Crawford that he would have attended the
Nelson Heights event if he’d been informed in time. He acknowledged that Council members
Davis, Moore, Johnson, and himself attended the MLK parade. He replied that the residents
will be informed of Data Center decisions as they are received through the council meeting
processes. He questioned when the last Parking Authority meeting was held, and stated
members may need to be replaced if they cannot find time to meet.

Mayor Baggett acknowledged that she has just become part of the Parking Authority and
she will try to encourage a meeting soon.
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Council Member Davis thanked Anderson Bailey for his assistance with trash pick-up in
Sterling Lakes. She expressed gratitude to Deputy City Manager John King for assisting her
with some issues.

Council Member Johnson read a quote from Kirby Smart called The Cost of Leadership. “You
will have to make hard decisions that negatively affect people you care about. You will be
disliked, despite your best attempts to do the best for the most. You will be misunderstood
and won’t always have a chance to defend yourself.” She stated that she did not take her
decision on the tattoo studio lightly.

Council Member Turner reminded council members that they all work for the citizens. He
stated that he has spoken with a lot of citizens about the tattoo studio and chose to vote for
what he perceived the citizens wanted regardless of his wishes. He stated he tries to support
the people. He commented that the Street Light Agenda Item was handled unprofessionally.
He stated that Ms. Nolley should be allowed to speak even if she did not follow procedure
and submit a comment card. He stressed that Council needs to do better with disagreements
and conflict and handle issues professionally.

Mayor Baggett apologized for any misunderstandings with the Agenda Item Request due
date/time. She would like Council to consider making the deadline Tuesday prior to meeting
at 2:00 PM to allow staff to organize information and meet. She reminded everyone about
the Newton County Ministers Alliance, Atlanta Braves and Chick-fil-a meal distribution, for
the needy, to be held, 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM, March 20%" at Legion Field. She informed
everyone that the Covington Police Department will be hosting a fundraiser for the family of
Officer Henry on April 4™, with details to come. She finished by apologizing for the
unprofessional meeting disorder, stating that it has been an emotional day. She
acknowledged and echoed Council Member Turner’s point that “We need to do better and
be professional”.

%k %k %k %k %k k

Being no further business meeting, the meeting adjourned at 9:23 PM.

Fleeta S. Baggett, Mayor

Audra M. Gutierrez, City Clerk
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