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COVINGTON

georgia

REGULAR MEETING, MAYOR AND COUNCIL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY OF
COVINGTON, GEORGIA, APRIL 6, 2026, 6:30 PM.

Mayor Fleeta Baggett presided with Mayor Pro-tem Jared Rutberg, Council Members: Dwayne
Turner, Kimberly Johnson, Travis Moore, Charika Davis and Anthony Henderson, City Manager
Tres Thomas, Deputy City Manager John King, Clerk Audra M. Gutierrez, and City Attorney Frank
Turner, Jr.

Reverend Dr. Royeese Stowe gave the invocation.

Mayor Baggett led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of
America.

Mayor Baggett presented a Proclamation declaring April to be 811 Safe Digging Month in
Covington.

Mayor Baggett presented Council Members with a Robert’s Rule of Order book to review for
meeting decorum and encouraged Council Members to be respectful of each other. She
expressed disappointment at the conduct of the previous meeting and apologized for her part in
the misconduct. She stressed that she has faith that the council can all come together for the
community.

%k %k %k %k %k %k

1. Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Davis to approve
the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting held on March 16, 2026.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k %k %k %k k

2. Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Moore to approve
the final reading of an ordinance for the City of Covington:

“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE
COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16™ DAY OF OCTOBER,
2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO ALTER CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF
TITLE 16 OF THE SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE PURPOSE OF AMENDING SECTION
16.08.010 (DEFINITIONS), AMENDING SECTION 16.16.020 (PERMITTED USES) AND
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ADOPTING SECTION 16.20.560 (PASSENGER CAR RENTAL); TO REPEAL CONFLICTING
ORDINANCES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.”

Motion carried. Council Members Rutberg, Moore, Turner and Johnson voted in favor.
Council Members Henderson and Davis were opposed.

>k 3k 3k %k % %k

It was the consensus of the Council to not initiate a Zoning Ordinance Amendment to allow
Tattoo & Body piercing Studios in the TCM District.

>k 3k 3k %k % %k

3. Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Davis to approve
the final reading of an ordinance for the City of Covington:

“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE
COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16™ DAY OF OCTOBER,
2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO ALTER CERTAIN PROVISION OF
TITLE 13 OF THE SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE PURPOSE OF AMENDING SECTION
13.04.110 (METER READING AND BILLING, DATES PAYMENT DUE AND DELINQUENT,
PENALTY AND DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE FOR NONPAYMENT — RECONNECTIONS -
RESPONSIBILITY OF UTILITY CUSTOMER TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE MEANS FOR RECEIPT
OF BILL) THEREOF, TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.”

Motion carried. Council Members Henderson, Davis and Turner voted in favor. Council
Members Rutberg, Moore and Johnson were opposed. Mayor Baggett voted in favor,
breaking 3 — 3 tie.

%k %k ok %k % %k

Council Member Moore recused himself at 7:05 PM.

4. Motion was made by Council Member Turner, seconded by Council Member Rutberg to
approve the initiation of a text amendment to 16.20.635 Short Term Rentals.

Motion carried unanimously.

Council Member Moore returned to the meeting at 7:21 PM.

%k %k 3k %k % %k

City Attorney Frank Turner recommended to remove Gary’s Wine and More from the Consent
Agenda due to litigation.
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10.

Motion was made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Henderson to
remove Gary’s Wine and More Covington located at 10691 Eagle Drive from the Consent
Agenda per City Attorney’s recommendation.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k 3k 3k %k % %k

Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Davis to approve
a license for off-premises consumption for Homewood Suites located at 12201 Town Center
Blvd.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k ok %k %k %k

Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Davis to approve
the low bid from Planters Communications, LLC in the amount of $32,040.00 (annually), for
network access supplement.

Planters Communications, LLC
Cogent Communication
BIG Fiber

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k %k %k %k k

Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Davis to approve
renewal of Verinext agreement for 3 years in the amount of $347,543.00, for the IT
Department.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k %k %k %k k

Motion made by Council Member Turner, seconded by Council Member Henderson to
approve the adoption of a Resolution for the Capital Improvement Element FY2025 Annual
Update.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k 3k %k % %k

Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Turner to
approve a resolution to appoint Mike Jewell as the City’s Voting Delegate to Municipal Gas
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Authority of Georgia Membership Election Committee with Tres Thomas listed as the
alternate Voting Delegate.

Motion carried unanimously.

>k 3k 3k %k %k %k

Motion made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Turner to approve of
MEAG Power’s 2025 Year-end Settlement in the amount of $2,032,349.01, to be deposited
into the Flexible Operating Account, Intermediate Extended Maturity Portfolio.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k ok %k %k %k

Motion made by Council Member Moore, seconded by Council Member Johnson to approve
an Intergovernmental Agreement regarding Municipal Services for Animal Control.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k ok %k %k %k

Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Johnson to
approve emergency shoulder repair on Old Atlanta Hwy, for the Transportation Department
with GWES at an estimated cost of $330,859.00.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k %k %k %k k

Motion made by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Henderson to
approve an Intergovernmental Agreement with Newton County to facilitate coordinated road
improvement project along City Pond Rd and Williams Rd with an estimated cost of
$3,500,000.00 to the City.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k %k %k %k k

Motion made by Council Member Turner, seconded by Council Member Rutberg to approve
the first reading of an ordinance for the City of Covington with the removal of “imprisonment
of not more than thirty (30) days, or both such fine and imprisonment”. Council member Davis
requested an equity analysis:

“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE
COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16™ DAY OF OCTOBER,
2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO ALTER CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF
TITLE 10 OF THE SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE PURPOSE OF AMENDING SECTION
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16.

17.

18.

19.

CHAPTER 10.08 (PARKING AND THROUGH TRAFFIC) THEREOF, TO REPEAL CONFLICTING
ORDINANCES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.”

Motion carried unanimously.

%k 3k 3k %k % %k

A discussion ensued regarding events of the upcoming Juneteenth Celebrations. The city is
hosting a “Stello and the Supes” concert planned for Friday 6/19 at Legion Field followed by
a downtown parade at 10 AM Saturday 6/20. Terri James with the Newton County Historical
Committee on Black Preservation stated on Saturday 6/20 following the parade, they are
planning a festival at RL Cousins. Council Member Henderson inquired about where fireworks
will be. Council Member Rutberg recommended allocating $7,500.00 for Juneteenth and
$7,500.00 for the Lighting of the Square fireworks. The Community Development department
will reach out to vendors in an attempt to schedule fireworks at Legion following the concert
on Friday 6/19.

%k 3k 3k %k %k %k

Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Davis to remove
agenda item, “Discussion of request to reduce the utility billing 10% late fee by 50% or
implement a flat rate fee.”

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k ok %k % %k

Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Henderson to
approve initiation of a text amendment to Sec. 16.20.690 to remove environmental health
requirements on home swimming pools, for homes that are not on a septic system.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k ok %k % %k

Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Moore to approve
initiation of amendment to create a Covington Square Overlay District.

Council Member Davis requested a copy of the Downtown Masterplan prior to the 5/4/25
planned work session.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k % %k %k %k

Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Henderson to
initiate a text amendment to remove Sec. 16.16.20 use table under category “Transportation
and Warehousing” due to being a duplicate of “Parking & Storage of Large Vehicles”.
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20.

21.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k 3k 3k %k % %k

Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Davis to approve
proposal to revise Rules of Conduct of Business Sec 1.105 subsection b - (1) and Sec 1.110
subsection c, to reflect the Agenda Item Request deadline to be 10 AM on the Tuesday prior
to the meeting and remove text requiring a council members to have approval from 3 other
council members in order to submit an agenda item request.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k % 3k %k k

Motion made by Council Member Turner, seconded by Council Member Henderson to
approve a resolution for the re-certification to the Georgia Municipal Association’s City of
Ethics program.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k ok %k %k %k

Barbara Morgan stated that she agrees that local business owners need a voice in local affairs
but residents’ voices matter as well. She expressed concern over potential businesses and is
worried they may erode the historical values of the city.

Thelma Nolley expressed concern for the direction growth may affect her neighborhood and
requests that members of council reach out to residents more often.

Diane Gaither Howard pleaded with council to have empathy and understanding with people
that have late bills, and the hardships/circumstances some may be facing. Grace should be
given to citizens that are struggling. She stated meetings would be better if citizens did not
have to wait until after the meeting to speak on topics and asked the council to reconsider
this policy.

Tres Thomas informed everyone that April 13t is Lineman Appreciation Day and encouraged
everyone to thank a lineman. He reminded the council members that the budget review
meetings are scheduled for 5/14/2026 & 5/15/2026 from 5-8 PM. He asked that all council
members to check their calendars.

John King informed everyone that the week of 4/13/2026 - 4/19/2026 is National
Telecommunications Week. He encourages everyone to thank our telecommunications
workers.
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Larry Manning informed everyone that the playground located at Central Park will be closed
for two days for the installation of the shade sails. He also announced that the MyCovington
App will go live next week. He encourages everyone to sign up when it’s available.

Council Member Turner suggested council consider putting public comments at the beginning
of the agenda. He said he wants to thank Trey Bailey for interviewing him on the Town Square
Podcast. He said he would like to thank linemen, police officers, and telecommunications
workers for all that they do. He thanked Mayor Baggett for her apology regarding the
previous meeting. He apologized for any part he took as well. He acknowledged it was a rough
day for everyone and reminded fellow council members that they are seven people with
seven visions and they should all respectfully do what is best for the city as a whole and not
take sides. He thanked Larry for his assistance with the Parking Amendment. He stated that
he would like to find a way to encourage more local youth programs like the Boys & Girls
Club. He intends to approach the Newton County Commissioners to see if they would be
willing to collaborate on a solution.

Council Member Johnson gave out her phone number and encouraged citizens to reach out
if she can be of assistance.

Council Member Henderson stated that he is the voice for the West Ward not whole city. He
would like to consider citizens speaking prior to council meetings like Newton County
Commissioners and again after council meetings.

Council Member Rutberg acknowledged that this was a more productive and respectful
meeting. He addressed the issue of unprofessional conduct and derogatory comments made
toward him by a citizen and fellow council members at multiple previous meetings and on
social media. He stated members of the public have reached out and expressed concern for
the personal attacks on his character. He stressed that each council member should be able
to have different opinions without concern for unmerited, inappropriate, and inflammatory
insults. This conduct is unprofessional and embarrassing to the entire city. He stated the
council should work together as a team to bring citizens together and not divide them, leading
by example for citizens and employees. He is looking forward to professionally working
together in the future.

Mayor Baggett replied to Ms. Gaither Howards comment by letting her know that the city is
aware of hardships and do work with citizens on past due bills. She stated she tries to
personally look over the cut-off list to see if there are any circumstances that she may be
aware of prior to cut-off. She said that one of the hardest decisions the council can make is
on zoning issues. She said council members did not make the tattoo salon decision easily they
must look at the long-term implications of a zoning change. She said everyone tries to vote
for what they believe is best. She said she recognizes that each council member has strengths
and hopes together they can do what is best for the whole community not just the east or
west wards.
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>k 3k 3k %k %k %k

22. Motion made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Turner to enter into
Executive Session to discuss potential litigation at 8:52 PM.

Motion carried unanimously.

>k 3k 3k %k % %k

23. Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Turner to enter
back into regular Session at 9:20 PM.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k %k %k %k %k

Being no further business meeting, the meeting adjourned at 9:21 PM.

Fleeta S. Baggett, Mayor

Audra M. Gutierrez, City Clerk
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