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COVINGTON

georgia

REGULAR MEETING, MAYOR AND COUNCIL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY OF
COVINGTON, GEORGIA, APRIL 20, 2026, 6:30 PM.

Mayor Fleeta Baggett presided with Mayor Pro-tem Jared Rutberg, Council Members: Dwayne
Turner, Kimberly Johnson, Travis Moore, Charika Davis and Anthony Henderson, City Manager
Tres Thomas, Deputy City Manager John King, Clerk Audra M. Gutierrez, and City Attorney Frank
Turner, Jr.

Reverend Dr. Royeese Stowe gave the invocation.

Mayor Baggett led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of
America.

Mayor Baggett recognized Grant Coordinator Pashion Wilson, for her constant hard work and
acknowledged that through her efforts the City of Covington is being awarded the Community
Development Block Grant for the Conyers Street Gymnasium rehabilitation.

%k %k ok %k %k %k

1. Motion made by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Turner to approve
the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting held on April 6, 2026.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k %k %k %k k

2.  Motion made by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Moore to approve
the final reading of an ordinance for the City of Covington:

“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE
COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16TH DAY OF OCTOBER,
2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO ALTER CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF TITLE
10 OF THE SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE PURPOSE OF AMENDING SECTION
10.08.010 (PARKING OF VEHICLES IN RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS) AS A PART OF CHAPTER
10.08 (PARKING AND THROUGH TRAFFIC) THEREOF, TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.”

Motion carried with Council Members Rutberg, Moore, Johnson, and Turner voted in favor.
Council Members Henderson and Davis were opposed.
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3.  Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Davis to
approve the best bid from Nulife Truck Center in the amount of $210,300.00 for the
purchase of a knuckle boom crane truck for the Transportation Department.

Sansom Equipment Co. $210,199.67
*Nulife Truck Center $210,300.00
AFS Truck and Body $212,350.00
Environmental Products $239,500.00
Rush Truck Center $242,079.00
Peach State Truck Centers $244,922.00

*met specifications

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k ok %k %k %k

Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Rutberg to
approve the low RFP from Backbone Infrastructure LLC in the amount of $511,535.00, for
the Flat Shoals Road Sidewalk Improvement Project.

DAF Concrete $483,487.00*
Backbone Infrastructure LLC $511,535.00
Peach State Construction $601,240.00

R & B Developer $652,749.00
Hasbun Construction $679,533.00
Helix Grading and Utility $703,529.00
A & S Paving $982,676.00

Coggins Construction Inc. $1,031,536.69

*After due diligence, found to be non-responsive bid

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k % %k %k %k

Motion made by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Turner to approve
a budget resolution to move $350,000 from 505-4401 - 54.1400 Water Resources
Infrastructure to 350-4201-54.1400 Street Department, to support asphalt and concrete
replacement due to the disruption caused by the water line replacement.

Motion carried unanimously.
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Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Turner to approve
setting a $250.00 Commercial Solar Interconnection fee:

"AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE
COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16TH DAY OF OCTOBER
2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO AMEND CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF
ARTICLE 3 (SCHEDULES) OF CHAPTER 13.08 (ELECTRIC SYSTEM) OF THE SAID CODE OF
ORDINANCES, TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES."

Motion carried with Council Members Henderson, Rutberg, Moore, Johnson and Turner
voted in favor. Council Member Davis was opposed.

%k %k ok %k %k %k

A Public Hearing was held at 6:52 PM regarding Special Use Permit request PSU26-0002. The
applicants, Marcus Goldsby and Belinda Roper spoke in favor of the SUP.

Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Turner to approve
the Special Use Permit to allow for a business offering Art/Crafting Classes to be located at
2125 Pace Street, Ste A.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k ok %k % %k

A Public Hearing was held at 7:02 PM regarding a Zoning Ordinance Amendment to Sec.
16.16.020.

Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Henderson to
approve the first reading of Zoning Ordinance Amendment to Sec. 16.16.020 — Adding the
Cigar Lounge Use in the CM zoning district a with an approved Special Use Permit:

“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE
COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16™ DAY OF OCTOBER,
2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO ALTER CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF
TITLE 16 OF THE SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE PURPOSE OF AMENDING SECTION
16.16.020 (PERMITTED USES) OF CHAPTER 16.16 (STANDARD ZONING DISTRICTS), TO
REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.”

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k %k %k %k %k

Council Member Moore recused himself at 7:04 PM.
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11.

12.

13.

Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Rutberg to
initiate a rezoning for the property located on Eagle Drive, Tax Map & Parcel # C083 004B,
from the current zoning district of CM (Corridor Mixed-Use District) to NM (Neighborhood
Mixed-Use District).

Motion carried unanimously.

Council Member Moore returned at 7:14 PM.

%k %k 3k 3k %k %k

Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Turner to initiate a
zoning text amendment to Sec. 16.28.070 - Designated corridor bonus density criteria.

Motion carried unanimously.

3k %k % %k *k *k

Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Turner to remove
the discussion of resolution to adopt updated multi-jurisdictional solid waste management
plan from Newton County Solid Waste Authority until the matter can be properly be
advertised.

Motion carried unanimously.

3k %k % % %k *k

Motion made by Council Member Moore, seconded by Council Member Turner to award the
CIPP Lining contract to Inliner solutions in the total project amount of $2,929,584.00.
Approved in the amount not to exceed $200,000.00 in current budget along with future
funding contingent upon future budget approvals.

Inliner Solutions, LLC
Gulf Coast Underground, LLC
Atlantic Pipe Services, LLC

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k %k ok %k %

Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Davis to approve
a change order request from A & S Paving in the amount of $102,385.50, for CIP-B, Conyers
Street stormwater project.

Motion carried unanimously.
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%k %k 3k 3k %k %

Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Turner to
temporarily add additional public comment line item at beginning of meetings with the current
3 minutes per person.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k %k %k %k k

Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Turner to approve
looking into creating an ordinance holding a parent liable for dependent minors committing a
criminal act.

Motion carried with Council Members Rutberg, Moore, Johnson, and Turner voted in favor.
Council Members Henderson and Davis were opposed.

Council Member Turner will meet with Covington Police Department and Planning & Zoning
Department to determine options to present at a future meeting.

3k %k % %k *k *k

Ms. Courtney Israel stated she feels that the agenda item regarding short-term rentals was
directed at her business, Home Suite Salvator, and went over a timeline of short-term rental
events. She stressed the lack of negative impact meet and greets held at Home Suit Salvator
have had on area residents. Informing council that Special Use Permits are obtained and have
already been obtained for an upcoming event.

Ms. Thelma Nolley stated that in her opinion the vote regarding rezoning at a previous meeting
was not in the best interest of her neighborhood. She began addressing Council Member
Johnson and was reminded by the mayor of the rules of procedures.

Mr. Ryan Bust stated he works with the Vampire Diaries and designed the interior of Home
Suite Salvator. He has submitted an open records request to see if there have been any
complaints filed. He would like to see evidence of the negative impact from events at Home
Suite Salvator. At this time, he has been told that there have been no complaints, and he feels
that the events held there only have positive impacts bringing fans to the city.

Ms. Diane Gaither asked about clarification of the Rules of Procedure. She stated that she
believed the citizens should be able to have back-and-forth conversations with council
members during the meeting.

Tres Thomas commended John King for receiving the “Unsung Hero” Award at the Covington
News Vision Awards and thanked him for all he does. He announced that an additional police
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precinct will open on April 27t at the Welcome Center. He again reminded council members
about the upcoming budget meeting on May 13 & 14t from 5-8.

John King commended Larry Manning for his work acknowledging that all six of his current
projects are nearing completion.

Larry Manning thanked the 400+ users that have downloaded the Mycovington App and
encouraged everyone to download the app.

Council Member Henderson thanked John Hendrix and the Street Department as well as Tres
Thomas and John King for their help with the speed radar on Spillers Drive.

Council Member Rutberg commended John King for receiving the “Unsung Hero Award”. He
thanked John Hendrix and the Street Department for their help with the speed radar sign and
foliage cleanup. He clarified that he would like to see a balance between Air BNBs and the
residential community and final decisions are not in place for changes. He commented that he
has seen Council Member Johnson assisting with numerous events when she is invited and
she makes herself available to citizens while working a full-time job. He stated that the
comment directed at her is unwarranted.

Council Member Turner thanked fellow council members for their support of the parking
ordinance. He stated that people have reached out regarding the sound quality of live stream
and recording of meetings. He stated that the short-term rental discussion was not directed
at one location but all Air BNBs. He stated that he received calls from out of state people about
the item and he will refuse to speak with non-residents of Covington about issues. The citizens
are his priority. He congratulated John King on his recognition. He acknowledged that he
sympathizes with Thelma and Diane. He expressed appreciation for all of the guidance and
help from fellow council members, acknowledging they take time from their full-time jobs to
help. He underestimated how much work goes into the job. He is thankful to everyone.

Mayor Baggett discussed the Legion Field Mural project and announced that the city will have
a tent, for citizens to paint tiles for the mural, at the Community Spring Festival, upcoming
concerts on the square and multiple community events. She encouraged everyone to reach
out to the city for tiles if you have an organization that would like paint tiles. The goal is to
have the mural on display for July 4t if all 900 tiles are painted and returned by June 15t. She
announced that The Clouds of Joy is the band that will be playing at the Pillar of the Community
Awards. She commended John King for receiving the “Unsung Hero Award”, stating that he is
“our hometown hero”. She explained that the short-term rental and Air BNB issue is not a new
issue or directed at any one location. The city appreciates the tourists and Air BNBs but want
them to be run as a place for people to stay, not a small business that is disrupting the
surrounding neighborhood. She stated that council members hear the complaints from people
while in town. She stated that running a business out of the home is a violation of the code.
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Motion made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Turner to enter into
Executive Session at 8:32 PM to discuss potential litigation and land acquisition.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k %k %k %k k

Motion made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Turner to enter back
into regular Session at 9:07 PM.

Motion carried unanimously.

3k %k % %k *k *k

Motion made by Council Member Turner, seconded by Council Member Henderson to
authorize the city attorney to execute consent order 2026-SUCV 001143.

Motion carried unanimously.

3k %k %k %k % Xk

Being no further business meeting, the meeting adjourned at 9:09 PM.

Fleeta S. Baggett, Mayor

Audra M. Gutierrez, City Clerk



