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REGULAR MEETING, MAYOR AND COUNCIL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY OF
COVINGTON, GEORGIA, MAY 4, 2026, 6:38 PM.

Mayor Fleeta Baggett presided with Mayor Pro-tem Jared Rutberg, Council Members: Dwayne
Turner, Kimberly Johnson, Travis Moore, Charika Davis and Anthony Henderson, City Manager
Tres Thomas, Deputy City Manager John King, Clerk Audra M. Gutierrez, and City Attorney Frank
Turner, Jr.

Reverend Dr. Royeese Stowe gave the invocation.

Mayor Baggett led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of
America.

Mayor Baggett administered the Oath of Office to new Covington Police Officers Holmes, Jackson,
Johnson, Morrison.

Mayor Baggett presented a proclamation for the 2026 Foster Care Awareness Month.

%k %k ok %k % %k

1. Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Davis to approve
the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting held on April 20, 2026.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k %k %k %k k

2.  Motion made by Council Member Moore, seconded by Council Member Johnson to approve
the final reading of an ordinance for the City of Covington:

"AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE COVINGTON
MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16TH DAY OF OCTOBER 2001, AS
AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO AMEND CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 3
(SCHEDULES) OF CHAPTER 13.08 (ELECTRIC SYSTEM) OF THE SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES,
TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES."

Motion carried with Council Members Henderson, Rutberg, Moore, Johnson, and Turner
voting in favor. Council Member Davis was opposed.

% %k 3k %k % %k
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3. Motion made by Council Member Moore, seconded by Council Member Johnson to approve
the final reading of an ordinance for the City of Covington:

“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE COVINGTON
MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16™ DAY OF OCTOBER, 2001, AS
AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO ALTER CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF TITLE 16 OF
THE SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE PURPOSE OF AMENDING SECTION 16.16.020
(PERMITTED USES) OF CHAPTER 16.16 (STANDARD ZONING DISTRICTS), TO REPEAL
CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.”

Motion carried unanimously.

%k 3k 3k %k %k %k

Jeremy Edmonson spoke briefly and chose to delay his comments until after the business
portion of the meeting.

Leslie Jeff chose to delay her comments until after the business portion

%k %k ok %k %k %k

4. Motion made by Council Member Moore, seconded by Council Member Turner to approve a
license to sell alcoholic beverages for off-premises consumption only for Mobil Food Mart
located at 3251 Hwy 278 NW.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k ok %k % %k

5. Motion made by Council Member Moore, seconded by Council Member Turner to approve
the of purchase two new pumps to serve the River Walk lift station from sole source vendor
Xylem, at a total cost of $122,204.62 to replace two Flygt 60HP submersible pumps.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k %k %k %k k

Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Davis to amend
the agenda to add item 7A to discuss adding a moratorium for convenience stores with gas
pumps.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k % %k %k %k

Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Davis to amend
the agenda to add an executive session to discuss litigation.
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10.

11.

12.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k 3k 3k %k % %k

Motion made by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Davis to award the
Construction Phase of the Downtown Utility Replacement Project to Strack as the
Construction Manager at Risk (CMAR) for the Guaranteed Maximum price of $14,466,867.00.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k 3% %k %k k

Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Henderson to
approve a moratorium on new developments for convenience stores with gas pumps until
August 4th,

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k %k %k %k k

Motion made by Council Member Moore, seconded by Council Member Johnson to award a
consulting contract to GWES to remain the City Engineer of Record for the Downtown Utility
Replacement Project for construction/contract admin and inspection services in the amount
of $225,000.00.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k 3k %k %k %k k
Motion made by Council Member Turner, seconded by Council Member Moore to approve a

resolution authorizing participation in the Amicus Brief in Chang v. City of Milton on remand
before the Georgia Court of Appeals or, if warranted, the Georgia Supreme Court.

Motion carried unanimously.

% %k % %k %k k

A lengthy discussion ensued regarding the creation of a Covington Summer Youth
Employment Program.

Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Davis to direct
staff to create a Covington Summer Youth Employment Program to be implemented when
the school summer break begins in 2 %> weeks.

Council Members Henderson, Davis, and Turner voting in favor. Council Members Rutberg,
Moore, and Johnson were opposed. Motion denied with Mayor Baggett voted in opposition
breaking the 3-3 tie.
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Jeremy Edmondson offered to assist with resume writing for a youth program. He discussed
the differences in artisanal and craft vendors and expressed concern about the legality of an
upcoming special event in Morgan Plaza and the impact on the local business owners.

Leslie Jeff commended Council Member Davis and City Manager Tres Thomas for their
assistance in getting the light repaired at West Street and Alexander Street.

Thelma Nolly expressed concerns about the cutoff procedure and mail delivery of bills.

Rosie Crawford requested information about data centers. She expressed concern for the lack
of activity with the Citizens Review Board and member nominations.

Diane Gaither thanked the council members for their time and reiterated that she would like
to see back-and-forth dialog with council members and citizens. She expressed concern for
the community’s youth.

Tres Thomas thanked all of the staff for their work helping with the Downtown Development
Plan. He again reminded council members about the upcoming budget meetings on May 13t
& 14t from 5-8 PM.

John King explained that he investigated the complaints regarding customer service phone
issues. He explained the enormous increase in call volume and the average amount of time
taken on each call answered.

Council Member Turner asked if the sound quality of council meeting recordings was
addressed.

Tres Thomas answered that Larry Manning fixed the sound.

Council Member Turner asked that a member from the finance department be present at all
future meetings. He reminded everyone to vote in the Primaries. He noted that the ordinance
holding parents accountable for juveniles is only in the planning phase.

Council Member Johnson stressed that she believes the proposed Summer Youth Employment
Program is an outstanding idea but acknowledges that in order for it to be successful, staff will
need more time to organize it. She had a fun time at the Community Spring Festival at Ohco
painting tiles with community members. She thanked everyone for coming out. She had a
great time honoring Ms. Bea Jackson at her retirement party, stating that she is a light in the
community that will be missed. She asked if the road leading into Central Park could be
widened.
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Tres Thomas answered that it can be done if the council requests and funding can be
determined.

Council Member Johnson asked for an update on the crosswalk signal at Emory and Clark
streets.

Tres Thomas answered that he will check with GDOT.

Council Member Davis announced that Kenny Morgan will be hosting a Mother’s Day
celebration at Ohco on May 24t 2PM-5PM. She thanked Judy Thagard for her work on the
Downtown Master Plan. She thanked council members for their support and feedback with
the Summer Youth Employment Program, stating that she looks forward to seeing what can
be accomplished with the program in 2027.

Council Member Rutberg thanked all of the staff for their work helping with the Downtown
Master Plan. He echoed that he believes the proposed Summer Youth Employment Program
is an outstanding idea and that staff will need more time to organize it to begin in 2027.

Council Member Henderson expressed disappointment that the proposed Summer Youth
Employment Program was not approved at this time. He believed that youth gets in trouble
because the city does not have enough for them to do. He stated that he thinks that the three
versus three with a tie breaking vote is becoming a pattern.

Council Member Turner asked that someone look into graffiti on the back of Social Goat.

Mayor Baggett announced that it is Professional Municipal Clerks Week and thanked clerks
Audra Gutierrez and Tina Hanson for all they do for the city. She had a great time honoring
Ms. Bea Jackson at her retirement party. She stated that Nelson Heights and the Washington
Street Community Center are instrumental in supporting the local youth. She implored Council
Member Henderson to continue working with the youth on his own stating that he is a great
mentor. She believes that the vote denying the Summer Youth Employment Program should
not stop him from personally connecting the youth with potential employers and businesses.
She informed everyone that the tile mural project is coming along and, weather permitting,
she will continue bringing tiles to events to be painted until the project is complete. She
reminded everyone that the city adopted Clements Middle School and announced the tragic
loss of coach and teacher, Coach English. She shared that they are working with Chick-fil-a to
serve, the teachers and staff at Clements, lunch at 11am on Friday May 8, in honor of Coach
English since he normally provided a meal for them at this time. She asked for volunteers to
help serve meals. She stated that the school also needs assistance with field day if anyone can
help. She finished by reminding council members that while they represent a district and ward,
they should work together to make decisions that are best for the entire city.
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Motion made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Turner to enter into
Executive Session at 8:28 PM to discuss potential litigation.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k 3k 3k %k %

Motion made by Council Member Turner, seconded by Council Member Davis to enter back
into regular Session at 8:43 PM.

Motion carried unanimously.

3k %k % %k *k *k

Being no further business meeting, the meeting adjourned at 8:43 PM.

Fleeta S. Baggett, Mayor

Audra M. Gutierrez, City Clerk
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