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REGULAR MEETING, MAYOR AND COUNCIL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY OF
COVINGTON, GEORGIA, MAY 18, 2026, 6:38 PM.

Mayor Fleeta Baggett presided with Mayor Pro-tem Jared Rutberg, Council Members: Dwayne
Turner, Kimberly Johnson, Travis Moore, Charika Davis and Anthony Henderson, City Manager
Tres Thomas, Deputy City Manager John King, Assistant Clerk Tina Hanson, and City Attorney
Frank Turner, Jr. City Clerk Audra M. Gutierrez was absent.

Reverend Dr. Royeese Stowe gave the invocation.

Mayor Baggett led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of
America.

Mayor Baggett and Kimberly Smith awarded Covington 911’s Tyler Silvey with the March Civility
Award for outstanding performance, teamwork and community outreach.

%k %k ok %k %k %k

1. Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Davis to approve
the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting held on May 4, 2026, with the spelling
correction of the word “Versus”.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k %k %k %k k

2. Motion made by Council Member Moore, seconded by Council Member Johnson to approve
a resolution to enact limited moratorium until August 4™ in the acceptance of applications
for gasoline stations and gasoline stations with convenience stores.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k 3k %k % %k

Thelma Nolley spoke in opposition to the proposed parental responsibility ordinance.

%k %k 3k %k % %k

3. Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Turner to
approve nominees of GMA’s District 5 Officers for 2026-2027:

President - Amanda Willis, Mayor Pro Tem, Carlton
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First Vice President - John Howard, Mayor, Monroe
Second Vice President - Daniel Graves, Mayor, Elberton
Third Vice President - Brian Brodwick, Mayor, Watkinsville

Motion carried unanimously.

%k 3k 3k %k % %k

4. Motion made by Council Member Moore, seconded by Council Member Johnson to approve
the Final Plat PFP26-0002 for Brownbridge Rd Holdings LLC to dedicate infrastructure within
the right of way to the City of Covington for property located at 6234 Turner Lake Rd
(Southwest corner of Brown Bridge Rd and Turner Lake Rd), TMP C040 0002 009.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k 3k 3k %k %k %k

A Public Hearing was held at 6:45 PM regarding a Special Use Permit request, PSU26-0003, to
allow for an Auto Repair / Vehicle Refurbishment at 9157 Hazelbrand Rd, TMP# C081 019B.
The applicant, Noah Savage, spoke in favor of the SUP.

5. Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Davis to approve a
Special Use Permit request, PSU26-0003, to allow for an Auto Repair / Vehicle Refurbishment
at 9157 Hazelbrand Rd, TMP# C081 0198B.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k ok %k % %k

Council Member Moore recused himself at 6:48 PM.

A Public Hearing was held at 6:50 PM regarding a rezoning request, PR26-0003 from CM
(Corridor Mixed Use) to NM (Neighborhood Mixed Use) for property located on Eagle Drive,
TMP# C083 004B, Owner: PDC Covington LLC c/o Property Tax Counsel. Attorney Letise Miller
spoke for her clients, local liquor stores, in opposition. Applicant attorney Billy Thomas spoke
in favor of the rezoning.

6. Motion made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Turner to enter
executive session at 7:00 PM, on the City Attorney’s recommendation, to discuss possible

litigation regarding this property.

Motion carried unanimously.
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7.

10.

Motion made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Henderson to return
to regular session at 7:08 PM.

Motion carried unanimously.

Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Henderson to
approve the city-initiated rezoning request, PR26-0003 from CM (Corridor Mixed Use) to NM
(Neighborhood Mixed Use) for property located on Eagle Drive, TMP# C083 004B, Owner:
PDC Covington LLC c/o Property Tax Counsel.

Motion carried unanimously.
Council Member Moore returned to meeting at 7:09 PM

%k 3k 3k %k %k k%

A Public Hearing was held at 7:11 PM regarding the first reading of Zoning Ordinance
Amendment to Sec. 16.20.690 — Swimming pool, home regarding removing the requirement
of health department approval for residential swimming pools; and to Sec. 16.20.020.L. for
the same purpose.

Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Moore to approve
the first reading of an ordinance for the City of Covington:

“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND
THE COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16™
DAY OF OCTOBER 2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO
ALTER CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF TITLE 16 OF THE SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES
FOR THE PURPOSE OF AMENDING SECTION 16.20.020 (ACCESSORY USES)
AND SECTION 16.20.690 (SWIMMING POOL, HOME) OF CHAPTER 16.20
(SUPPLEMENTAL USE REGULATIONS), TO REPEAL CONFLICTING
ORDINANCES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.”

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k 3k %k % %k

A Public Hearing was held at 7:13 PM regarding the first reading of Zoning Ordinance
Amendment to Sec. 16.16.020 — Permitted uses, regarding removing the “Parking and storage
of large vehicles” from the Use Table under the category “Transportation and Warehousing”.

Motion made by Council Member Moore, seconded by Council Member Turner to approve
the first reading of an ordinance for the City of Covington:
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“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND
THE COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16™
DAY OF OCTOBER, 2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO
ALTER CERTAIN PROVISION OF TITLE 16 OF THE SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES
FOR THE PURPOSE OF AMENDING SECTION 16.08.010 (DEFINITIONS) OF
CHAPTER 16.08 (INTERPRETATIONS AND DEFINITIONS AND SECTION
16.16.020 (PERMITTED USES) OF CHAPTER 16.16 (STANDARD ZONING
DISTRICTS), TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.”

Motion carried unanimously.

%k 3k 3k %k %k k

A Public Hearing was held at 7:15 PM regarding the first reading of Zoning Ordinance
Amendment to Sec. 16.28.070 — Designated corridor bonus density criteria, regarding
removing the entire section of 16.28.070.

11. Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Henderson to
approve the first reading of an ordinance for the City of Covington:

“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND
THE COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16™
DAY OF OCTOBER, 2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO
ALTER CERTAIN PROVISION OF TITLE 16 OF THE SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES
FOR THE PURPOSE OF DELETING SECTION 16.28.070 (DESIGNATED
CORRIDOR BONUS DENSITY CRITERIA) OF CHAPTER 16.28 (CIVIC DESIGN),
TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.”

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k ok %k %k %k

Council Member Moore recused himself 7:16 PM.

A Public Hearing was held at 7:18 PM regarding the first reading of Zoning Ordinance
Amendment to Section 16.20.635.E. of the Zoning Ordinance concerning short-term vacation
rentals in residential zoning districts to restrict the use of the property for lodging (residential)
use only. Trina Davis spoke in favor of the amendment and thanked the council members for
protecting the citizens.

12. Motion made by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Rutberg to approve
the first reading of an ordinance for the City of Covington:
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“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND
THE COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16™
DAY OF OCTOBER, 2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO
ALTER CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF TITLE 16 OF THE SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES
FOR THE PURPOSE OF AMENDING 16.20.635 (SHORT-TERM VACATION
RENTALS); TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.”

Motion carried with Council Members Johnson, Rutberg, Turner, and Henderson voting in
favor. Council Member Davis was opposed. Council Member Moore was recused.

Council Member Moore returned to meeting at 7:21 PM

%k %k ok %k %k %k

13. Motion made by Council Member Moore, seconded by Council Member Henderson to
approve the first reading of an ordinance for the City of Covington:

“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND
THE COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16™
DAY OF OCTOBER, 2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO
ALTER CERTAIN PROVISION OF TITLE 9 OF THE SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES
FOR THE PURPOSE OF AMENDING SECTION 5.04.010 (OCCUPATION TAX
REQUIRED) AS A PART OF CHAPTER 5.04 (BUSINESS LICENSES AND
OCCUPATION TAXES GENERALLY) THEREOF, TO REPEAL CONFLICTING
ORDINANCES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.”

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k ok %k %k %k

14. After a lengthy discussion, motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council
Member Davis to deny the first Reading of Ordinance 9.08.010 draft parental responsibility
ordinance.

Council members Henderson and Davis voting in favor. Motion denied with Council members
Johnson, Rutberg, Turner, and Moore voting opposed.

15. Motion made by Council Member Henderson Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Turner
to approve the first Reading of an ordinance for the City of Covington:

“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND
THE COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16™
DAY OF OCTOBER, 2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO
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ALTER CERTAIN PROVISION OF TITLE 9 OF THE SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES
FOR THE PURPOSE OF AMENDING SECTION 9.08.010 (RESPONSIBILITY FOR
CONDUCT OF MINORS) AS A PART OF CHAPTER 9.08 (OFFENSES BY OR
AGAINST MINORS) THEREOF, TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES.”

Motion carried with Council Members Johnson, Rutberg, Turner, and Moore voting in favor.
Council Members Henderson and Davis voted opposed.

A recess was taken from 7:48 PM until 7:53 PM.

%k %k ok %k %k %k

16. Motion made by Council Member Moore, seconded by Council Member Turner to approve a
resolution adopting an updated multi-jurisdictional solid waste management plan from
Newton County Solid Waste Authority.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k ok %k %k %k

17. Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Johnson to deny an
increase to City of Covington Water customers due to the increase of the purchase price of
water from the Newton County Board of Commissioners and defer payment to a possible
future Amazon franchise fee.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k %k %k %k k

18. Motion made by Council Member Turner, seconded by Council Member Henderson to
appoint Council Member Turner as the voting delegate for 2026 GMA annual meeting.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k %k %k %k k

19. Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Rutberg to
appoint Council Member Turner as the flag bearing representative for the Parade of Flags at
the 2026 GMA annual meeting.

Motion carried with Council Members Henderson, Rutberg, Moore, Johnson, and Davis
voting in favor. Council Member Turner was opposed.

%k %k 3k %k % %k
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20. After a heated discussion, motion made by Council Member Turner, seconded by Council
Member Daivs to initiate a text amendment to Sec 16.12.020 (D) for the Planning and Zoning
Board members to be appointed by council members while maintaining current guidelines.

Council Members Henderson, Davis, and Turner voting in favor. Council Members Rutberg,
Moore, and Johnson voting opposed. Motion carried with Mayor Baggett voted in favor,
breaking the 3-3 tie.

%k %k % 3k %k k

Denise Williams spoke in opposition to the proposed parental responsibility ordinance. She
recommended council members seek public opinion. She expressed disappointment that
summer youth program wasn’t an option this year. She believes the city needs to have more
for young people to do.

John King pointed out that the Mayor was not responsible for the American Legion
Fundraising Fair being canceled the previous week.

Larry Manning reminded everyone that the deadline for public input on the Downtown
Master Plan is fast approaching on May 27%.

Council Member Henderson said want people to note that in his opinion there are people on
the board that vote against helping citizens and vote in favor of enforcing policy.

Council Member Rutberg thanked Judy Thagard and her team for all of their work. He
commended Council Member Turner for his work with the council. He apologized to everyone
for his outbreak and expressed his frustration with unfounded name calling and insinuations
to his character.

Council Member Davis read an oppositional excerpt about the proposed parental
responsibility ordinance and explained why she objects to it.

Council Member Moore addressed Denise Williams’ comment regarding the summer youth
program, reminding her that all council members are in favor it the program, stressing it did
not pass due to time constraints, and he looks forward to seeing it implemented in 2027.

Council Member Johnson commended Council Member Turner for being so proactive in the
community and as a council member after only five months.

Council Member Turner addressed Denise Williams, explaining that he met with the Newton
County Board of Commissioners to attempt to form a partnership to help establish a Boys
and Girls Club but was unsuccessful, stating he will continue trying to find alternatives for the
youth. He then stated that while he was elected to represent the ease side of the city he tries
to do what is best for the entire city and county. He gets comments on social media and
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values the opinions of all residents. He thanked the council members that have shown him
support in his new role.

Mayor Baggett thanked the council members for their passion. She noted that this was an
emotional meeting and appreciates their ability to move on afterward. She is glad they are
moving forward to creating a text amendment to be voted on at a future date. She reminded
everyone to vote the following day, since it is election day.

%k %k % 3k %k k

Being no further business meeting, the meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM.

Fleeta S. Baggett, Mayor

Tina I. Hanson, Assistant City Clerk
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