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REGULAR MEETING, MAYOR AND COUNCIL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY OF
COVINGTON, GEORGIA, JUNE 1, 2026, 6:30 PM.

Mayor Fleeta Baggett presided with Mayor Pro-tem Jared Rutberg, Council Members: Dwayne
Turner, Kimberly Johnson, Travis Moore, Charika Davis and Anthony Henderson, City Manager
Tres Thomas, Deputy City Manager John King, Clerk Audra Gutierrez and City Attorney Frank
Turner, Jr.

Reverend Dr. Royeese Stowe gave the invocation.

Mayor Baggett led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of
America.

%k %k ok %k %k %k

1. Motion made by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Henderson to
approve the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting held on May 18, 2026.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k ok %k %k %k

2. Motion made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Moore to approve the
final reading of an ordinance for the City of Covington:

“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE COVINGTON
MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16™ DAY OF OCTOBER 2001, AS
AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO ALTER CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF TITLE 16 OF THE
SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE PURPOSE OF AMENDING SECTION 16.20.020
(ACCESSORY USES) AND SECTION 16.20.690 (SWIMMING POOL, HOME) OF CHAPTER 16.20
(SUPPLEMENTAL USE REGULATIONS), TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES.”

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k % %k %k %k

3. Motion made by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Turner to approve
the final reading of an ordinance for the City of Covington:
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“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE
COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16™ DAY OF OCTOBER,
2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO ALTER CERTAIN PROVISION OF TITLE
16 OF THE SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE PURPOSE OF AMENDING SECTION
16.08.010 (DEFINITIONS) OF CHAPTER 16.08 (INTERPRETATIONS AND DEFINITIONS AND
SECTION 16.16.020 (PERMITTED USES) OF CHAPTER 16.16 (STANDARD ZONING
DISTRICTS), TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.”

Motion carried unanimously.

>k 3k 3k %k %k %k

4. Motion made by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Moore to approve
the final reading of an ordinance for the City of Covington:

“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE
COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16™ DAY OF OCTOBER,
2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO ALTER CERTAIN PROVISION OF TITLE
16 OF THE SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE PURPOSE OF DELETING SECTION 16.28.070
(DESIGNATED CORRIDOR BONUS DENSITY CRITERIA) OF CHAPTER 16.28 (CIVIC DESIGN), TO
REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.”

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k %k %k %k k

5. Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Johnson to
approve the final reading of an ordinance for the City of Covington:

“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE
COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16™ DAY OF OCTOBER,
2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO ALTER CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF TITLE
16 OF THE SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE PURPOSE OF AMENDING 16.20.635
(SHORT-TERM VACATION RENTALS); TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES.”

Motion carried with Council Members Henderson, Johnson, Rutberg and Turner voting in
favor. Council Member Davis voting opposed. Council Member Moore recused himself from
the vote.

%k %k 3k %k % %k

A Public Hearing was held at 6:38 PM regarding amending Section 5.04.010 Occupation Tax
Required as part of Chapter 5.04 Business Licenses and Occupation Taxes Generally.
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Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Turner to
approve the final reading of an ordinance for the City of Covington:

“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE
COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16™ DAY OF OCTOBER,
2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO ALTER CERTAIN PROVISION OF TITLE 5
OF THE SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE PURPOSE OF AMENDING SECTION 5.04.010
(OCCUPATION TAX REQUIRED) AS A PART OF CHAPTER 5.04 (BUSINESS LICENSES AND
OCCUPATION TAXES GENERALLY) THEREOF, TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES.”

Motion carried unanimously.

%k 3k 3k %k %k k

After a lengthy discussion, a motion was made by Council Member Turner, seconded by
Council Member Rutberg to approve final reading of an ordinance for the City of Covington:

“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE
COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16™ DAY OF OCTOBER,
2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO ALTER CERTAIN PROVISION OF TITLE 9
OF THE SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE PURPOSE OF AMENDING SECTION 9.08.010
(RESPONSIBILITY FOR CONDUCT OF MINORS) AS A PART OF CHAPTER 9.08 (OFFENSES BY
OR AGAINST MINORS) THEREOF, TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.”

Motion carried with Council Members Turner, Rutberg, Johnson and Moore voting in favor.
Council Members Davis and Henderson voting opposed.

%k %k %k %k %k k

8. Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Turner to approve
extending until August 4, 2026, a limited moratorium on the acceptance of applications for
Data Center Development.

Motion carried unanimously.

% %k 3k %k % %k

9. Motion made by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Moore to approve
the first reading of a Charter Amendment to Section 2.17- Power to enact ordinances;
maximum penalty:
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“AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 2.17 OF THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF
COVINGTON; TO REPEAL ALL OTHER ACTS AND ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES.”

Motion carried with Council Members Turner, Rutberg, Johnson, and Moore voting in favor
of approving ordinance. Council Members Davis and Henderson voting opposed.

>k 3k 3k %k % %k

10. Motion made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Turner to approve
Great Estates Landscaping as the City's provider of Christmas Lighting and Decorations for the
Downtown Historic. The 3 year contract from Great Estates is priced as $130,160.98 to be
paid for 2026, $120,037.35 to be paid for 2027 and $115,698.65 to be paid for 2028. Great
Estates is the lowest bid of the three proposals submitted.

Great Estates Holiday Designs Blink Lighting
2026 $130,160.98 $178,966.00 $241,000.00
2027 $120,037.35 $187,440.00 $219,310.00
2028 $115,698.65 $187,150.00 $212,080.00

Motion carried unanimously.

%k 3k 3k %k %k %k

11. Motion made by Council Member Turner, seconded by Council Member Rutberg to approve
low RFP from INdigital in the amount of $200,327.47, to upgrade 911 Trunk System to be
NextGEN 911 compliant.

AT&T $209,350.76
INdigital $200,327.47

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k ok %k %k %k

12. Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Moore to approve
a task order payable to A&S Paving Inc., to complete work under the City’s annual contract
for stormwater rehabilitation for the estimated project cost of $102,712.01, for Ellen Court
Stormwater Improvements.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k % %k %k %k

13. Motion made by Council Member Moore, seconded by Council Member Rutberg to approve
moving forward with an application for the 2026 Local Road Assistance Administration Fund
(LRA) Supplemental Grant in the amount of $259,779.79, with no local match requirement.
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14.

15.

Motion carried unanimously.

>k 3k 3k %k % %k

After a lengthy discussion, a motion was made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council
Member Henderson to deny the first Reading of Ordinance AMENDING SECTION 2.06.050
(DISQUALIFICATION) OF CHAPTER 2.06 (CODE OF ETHICS):

Motion denied with Council Members Davis and Henderson voting to approve denial. Council
Members Johnson, Rutberg, Turner, and Moore voted opposed to denial.

Motion made by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Rutberg to approve
the ordinance AMENDING SECTION 2.06.050 (DISQUALIFICATION) OF CHAPTER 2.06 (CODE
OF ETHICS):

“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE
COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16™ DAY OF OCTOBER
2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO ALTER CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF TITLE
2 OF THE SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE PURPOSE OF AMENDING SECTION 2.06.050
(DISQUALIFICATION) OF CHAPTER 2.06 (CODE OF ETHICS), TO REPEAL CONFLICTING
ORDINANCES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.”

Motion carried with Council Members Rutberg, Johnson, Turner and Moore voting in favor
of approving ordinance. Council Members Davis and Henderson voted opposed.

% 3k %k %k %k %k

Thelma Nolley expressed concerns regarding the City needs to provide something for the
youth to do. She also mentioned paid parking concerns near the Ohco District.

Rosie Crawford made inquiries regarding the Citizens Review Board and expressed concerns
about data centers.

Kenneth Morgan expressed concerns regarding the Parental Accountability Ordinance.
Diane Gaither also expressed concerns about the ordinance.

Tres Thomas reminded council members of the Budget Hearing on the 8™ at 10 AM in the
Council Room. The budget will be up for council approval at the June 15" meeting. He

welcomed Kayla Johnson into the role of Director of Downtown Development &Tourism.

Jeremy Edmondson expressed concerns regarding the Special Event Ordinance.
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Council Member Johnson announced that the shade sails look great at Central Park and the
restrooms are almost complete. She commended staff on a great job.

Council Member Moore mentioned that also at Central Park, Larry Manning is working on the
plan for the Skate Park. He stated as far as having more business activities for youth is
concerned, zoning is in place to welcome private investors to set up business in the
community.

Council Member Henderson expressed displeasure with other council members. He
mentioned he sees a voting pattern and encourages citizens to vote for change in the next
election. He thanked Adam Webb for help at the airport for the kickoff of the unofficial
Summer Youth Employment Program (SYEP). He discussed how he and Council member Davis
are recruiting businesses to employ kids. He stated that he believes that out of 82
participants, 20 may potentially receive job offers.

Council Member Turner commended Council Members Henderson and Davis for their efforts
with the SYEP. He is looking forward to 2027 when the city can help support the project. He
thanked staff for addressing an issue with Thelma Nolley’s driveway. He apologized to Council
Member Henderson for confusion in regard to who insisted he visit citizens in the west ward.
He introduced himself to Kenneth Morgan. He explained his support for the ethics ordinance.

Council Member Davis quoted her mentor with “Don’t expect yourself in others.” She
expressed pride in the successful kickoff of the Summer Youth Employment Program
spearheaded by herself and Council Member Henderson. She thanked John King, Tres
Thomas, Larry Manning, the HR department, Kimberly Smith, Beth Ivey, Adam Webb, and
staff for their assistance with the kickoff. She is looking forward to 2027 when the city can
help support the project.

Council Member Rutberg replied to a citizen comment that his election platform was “Making
Covington the best place to live, work and play.” He pointed out that the city is working to
improve parks for the youth but for there to be businesses that cater to youth, private
investors will need to open businesses. He thanked Council Member Turner for his work with
the parental responsibility ordinance. He addressed a citizen comment regarding charging
parking at his business, explaining that he is not making a profit from the parking he is
attempting to recoup the loss his business suffers during the events. He explained that he has
offered to assist the nearby churches with their lots as well.

Frank Turner clarified that according to the law there is no conflict of interest for him to
charge for parking.

Council Member Rutberg stated that he is not “buddies” with the owner or employees at the
Ohco District.
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16.

17.

Mayor Baggett commended the council members for their improvement in maintaining a
more respectful and cooperative atmosphere. She believes that shifting the seating around
may continue to benefit decorum. She explained the burden of proof necessary for the
parental responsibility ordinance. She mentioned that the Recreation Department cancelled
their free youth basketball camp due to lack of interest and participation. She advised that
Tommy Davis from the Citizens Review Board will try to give an update at the next meeting.
She informed everyone that the tile mural project will not be ready to be displayed for the 4t
of July. She finished off by wishing Chris Smith a Happy 59" Birthday.

%k %k %k %k %k k

Motion made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Rutberg to enter into
Executive Session at 8:23 PM to discuss potential litigation.

Motion carried unanimously.

3k %k % %k *k *k

Motion made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Rutberg to enter back
into regular Session at 8:26 PM.

Motion carried unanimously.

3k %k % %k *k *k

Being no further business meeting, the meeting adjourned at 8:26 PM.

Fleeta S. Baggett, Mayor

Audra M. Gutierrez, City Clerk
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