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REGULAR MEETING, MAYOR AND COUNCIL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY OF 
COVINGTON, GEORGIA, JUNE 15, 2026, 6:30 PM. 
 
Mayor Fleeta Baggett presided with Mayor Pro-tem Jared Rutberg, Council Members: Dwayne 

Turner, Kimberly Johnson, Travis Moore, Charika Davis and Anthony Henderson, City Manager 

Tres Thomas, Deputy City Manager John King and Clerk Audra Gutierrez. City Attorney Frank 

Turner, Jr attended virtually. 

 
Reverend Dr. Royeese Stowe gave the invocation and recommended the City begin to explore a 
replacement for her.  
 
Mayor Baggett led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America. 

 
 ****** 
1. Motion made by Council member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Johnson to 

approve final reading of Charter Amendment to Section 2.17- Power to enact ordinances; 
maximum penalty:   

 
  “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 2.17 OF THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF 

COVINGTON; TO REPEAL ALL OTHER ACTS AND ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND 
FOR OTHER PURPOSES.” 

 
 Motion carried with Council Members Henderson, Turner, Rutberg, Johnson, and Moore 

voting in favor of approving ordinance. Council Member Davis voting opposed. 
 
 ****** 
2. Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Davis to 

approve the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting held on June 1, 2026. 
  
 Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 ****** 
3. Motion made by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Moore to approve 

the final reading of an ordinance for the City of Covington: 
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   “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE 
COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16TH DAY OF OCTOBER 
2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO ALTER CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF TITLE 
2 OF THE SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE PURPOSE OF AMENDING SECTION 2.06.050 
(DISQUALIFICATION) OF CHAPTER 2.06 (CODE OF ETHICS), TO REPEAL CONFLICTING 
ORDINANCES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.”  

 
 Motion carried with Council Members Turner, Rutberg, Johnson, and Moore voting in favor. 

Council Members Davis and Henderson voting opposed. 
 

 ****** 
4. Motion made by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Rutberg to 

approve the addition of agenda item, 18a, to discuss issuance of Revenue Bond.  
  
 Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 ****** 
5. Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Moore to 

approve a license for off-premises consumption only for Turner Lake Marathon located at 
6206 Turner Lake Road. 

  
 Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 ****** 
 Citizen Review Board Chairman Tommy Davis provided an update of Citizen Review Board 

explaining that they are two members short from a full board. Mr. Davis stated the board 
has not had a complaint filed since 2024.  

  
 ****** 
6. Motion made by Council Member Turner, seconded by Council Member Johnson to approve 

the adoption of the Language Access Plan for the City’s current CDBG Grant.  

 Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 ****** 
7. Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Henderson to 

approve the fee proposal agreement with QK4, Inc for project PI0019217 and authorization 
to proceed with task order #2, in the amount of $932,933.72, bringing total PE cost to 
$1,745,453.19.  

  
 Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 ****** 
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8. Motion made by Council Member Moore, seconded by Council Member Turner to approve 
the request to select Trees LLC as low bid for ROW Contractor (RFP #2026-09) in the amount 
of $6,409.78 per linear mile and hourly rate for emergency request $201.88. 

 
Bids Received: 

Trees, LLC $6,409.78 -emergency request $201.88 

Looks Great Services of MS $11,500.00 -emergency request $260.00 

  

 
 Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 ****** 
9. Motion made by Council Member Turner, seconded by Council Member Henderson to 

approve consolidation of Flock agreements into a single comprehensive 10-year Safer City 
contract, incorporating current technology platforms and expanding capabilities through the 
addition of, additional LPR cameras(60 total), cameras in parks and identified high-crime 
areas, drone,  mobile camera trailers and software and technology enhancements in the 
amount of $523,776.00. 

  
 Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 ****** 
10. Motion made by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Moore to approve 

the adoption of the Downtown Master Plan Phase II.   
 
 Motion carried with Council Members Henderson, Turner, Rutberg, Johnson, and Moore 

voting in favor of approving plan. Council Member Davis voting opposed. 
 
 ****** 
 A public hearing held at 7:28 PM regarding rezoning request, PR26-0002, to rezone the 

property from M1 to M2 for the property located on Wheat Street, TMP# C081 007. Stephen 
Bridges and Cole Inman spoke in favor of the request. 

 
11. Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Johnson to 

approve the rezoning request, PR26-0002, to rezone the property from M1 to M2 for the 
property located on Wheat Street, TMP# C081 007. 

  
 Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 ****** 
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 A public hearing was held at 7:51 PM regarding a Special Use Permit request, PSU26-0004, 
to allow for a Banquet Hall / Event Center at 1112 Reynolds Street. Bobbie Sheanhan spoke 
in favor. 

 
12. Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Davis to 

approve the Special Use Permit request, PSU26-0004, to allow for a Banquet Hall / Event 
Center at 1112 Reynolds Street, TMP# C026 0017 003. 

  
 Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 ****** 
13. Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Henderson to 

approve first reading of amendment to Chapter 15.52 Development Impact Fees which 
includes update of fee schedule with new Parks and Recreation component with a public 
hearing to be held at final reading. Judy Thagard recommended a work session prior to next 
reading: 

 
  “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE COVINGTON 

MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16TH DAY OF OCTOBER, 2001, AS 
AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO ALTER CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF TITLE 15 OF THE 
SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE PURPOSE OF AMENDING CHAPTER 15.52 
(DEVELOPMENT IMPACT FEES); TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES.”  

 
 Motion carried unanimously. 
  
 ****** 
14. Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Turner to approve 

letter of support to GDOT for bridge replacement project PI #0019270 - SR 81 @ I20, with 
the addition of "12’ non-motor vehicle section (currently referred to as a sidewalk) is 
designed and constructed to provide best safety and accommodations for 
pedestrian/bicycle users." 

 
  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 ****** 
15. Motion made by Council Member Davis, seconded by Council Member Moore to approve 

amending the current budget to include additional revenues and expenditures as actual 
figures become available.  

 
 Motion carried unanimously. 
  
 ****** 
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16. Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Johnson to 
approve the Fiscal Year 2026-2027 Budget with total revenues of $264,367,616.00 and total 
expenditures of $264,367,616.00, which includes a contingency of $148,332 entirely within 
the General Fund. 

 
 Motion carried with Council Members Turner, Rutberg, Johnson, and Moore voting in favor. 

Council Members Davis and Henderson voting opposed. 
 
 ****** 
17. Motion made by Council Member Moore, seconded by Council Member Johnson to approve 

a resolution of the Mayor and Council of the City of Covington, Georgia, authorizing the staff 

and professionals to proceed with the issuance of revenue bonds; providing for the 

reimbursement of expenditures with the proceeds of the revenue bonds; and for other 

related purposes. 

 

 Motion carried unanimously. 

 ****** 
 Jeremy Edmondson expressed concerns regarding enforcement of the Special Event 

Ordinance. 
 
 Nita Thompson requested that the city consider providing the fire departments with a food 

budget. 
 
 Tres Thomas reminded everyone of the Juneteenth Celebratory events, with the Stello & 

The Supes concert at Legion Field Friday at 7 PM with food trucks onsite. The parade around 
the square will be on Saturday beginning at 10 AM, followed by a festival, hosted by The 
Newton County Historical Committee on Black Heritage Preservation, at the Old Cousins 
Wolverine Gym beginning at noon.  

 
 Council Member Turner confirmed that he has three applications for the Citizens Review 

Board. He acknowledged that the previous weekend was tough as neighboring Rockdale 
County lost a firefighter and explained that all public safety personnel can take this type of 
loss hard.  He thanked Police Chief Fuesting and Fire Chief Doss for their support to Rockdale 
County. He went on to explain what officer discretion means. He asked that people let go of 
the past and begin a new day.  

 
 Council Member Davis inquired about the City of Covington Juneteenth float. She asked why 

the city did not have a specific float participating in the parade. 
 
 Council Member Rutberg thanked Judy Thangard and her staff for all of the work put in on 

the impact fees and the Downtown Master Plan. He acknowledged there would not be a 
meeting prior to July fourth. Wishing everyone a happy and safe Independence Day. He 
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hopes everyone enjoys the activities that the Downtown Tourism Department has planned. 
With the Parade through the square on Saturday July 4th at 10am followed by the 4th of July 
Festival beginning at 2PM. He also wished everyone a happy Juneteenth. 

 
 Mayor Baggett announced that the Covington Police Department has dedicated the new 

drone, patrolling the skies of the city, in memory of Officer Henry. She expresses sadness 
over the loss of the Rockdale County’s firefighter, sending prayers to his family, stating that 
the loss of an employee is one of her greatest fears. She reminded everyone to get out and 
vote tomorrow. She clarified that the City will not have a float in the Juneteenth parade due 
to the fact that she requested council members to let her know if they would be riding on a 
City float and no one replied except Council Member Turner, who confirmed the day of the 
meeting, but there would not be is not enough time to order supplies and have city 
employees design and decorate the float before the weekend. She arranged, and Council 
Member Turner happily agreed, for him and his family to celebrate by riding Newton 
County’s float. She thanked council members for approving the budget.  

 
 ****** 
 Being no further business meeting, the meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM. 
 

 
 
 

________________________________ 

Fleeta S. Baggett, Mayor 

_________________________________ 

Audra M. Gutierrez, City Clerk 


