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REGULAR MEETING, MAYOR AND COUNCIL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY OF
COVINGTON, GEORGIA, JULY 6, 2026, 6:45 PM.

Mayor Fleeta Baggett presided with Mayor Pro-tem Jared Rutberg, Council Members: Dwayne
Turner, Kimberly Johnson, Charika Davis, Anthony Henderson, City Manager Tres Thomas,
Deputy City Manager John King, and Clerk Audra Gutierrez. City Attorney Frank Turner, Jr
attended virtually and Council Member Travis Moore was absent.

Reverend Dr. Royeese Stowe gave the invocation.

Council member Johnson presented Reverend Dr. Stowe with an appreciation gift for her service
at the council meetings.

Mayor Baggett led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of
America.

%k 3k 3k %k %k %k

1. Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Davis to approve the
minutes from the Regular Council Meeting held on June 15, 2026 with revision to item #14.

Motion carried unanimously.
3k %k 3k %k %k k

A Public Hearing was held at 7:03 PM regarding an amendment to Chapter 15.52 Development
Impact Fees which includes update of fee schedule with new Parks and Recreation component.

2. Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Turner to approve final
reading of an amendment to Chapter 15.52 Development Impact Fees which includes update of
fee schedule with new Parks and Recreation component with 70% to Parks & Recreation, 60% to
Fire, 50% to Police & 100% to Roads:

“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE
COVINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND ADOPTED ON THE 16TH DAY OF OCTOBER,
2001, AS AMENDED BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, TO ALTER CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF
TITLE 15 OF THE SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE PURPOSE OF AMENDING CHAPTER
15.52 (DEVELOPMENT IMPACT FEES); TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES.”
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Motion carried unanimously.

%k 3k 3k %k % %k

Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Turner to approve
a resolution of the Mayor and Council of the City of Covington, Georgia extending until October
20, 2026 a limited moratorium of the acceptance of applications for data center development.

Motion carried with council members Rutberg, Henderson, Johnson and Turner voting in favor
of the extension. Council member Davis voted opposed.

%k %k 3% %k %k k

Motion made by Council Member Turner, seconded by Council Member Davis to approve a
resolution of the Mayor and Council of the City of Covington, Georgia extending until October 20,
2026 a limited moratorium of the acceptance of applications for gasoline station and gasoline
station with convenience store development.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k ok %k %k %k

Ms. Avis Williams announced the upcoming Sandhill Texas Alley Reunion September 12th. She
gave details about the current planning and invited everyone out with more information to come.

Mr. Maurice Carter from Sustainable Newton thanked mayor and council extending the Data
Center Moratorium. He discussed environmental concerns around data centers. He discussed a
notice of violation from the EPD to VoltaGrid and Server Farm.

%k %k %k %k %k k

Motion made by Council Member Turner, seconded by Council Member Johnson to approve the
best bid for City, Covington Police Department, and 911 website redesign by Revize LLC for a four-
year term in the amount of $88,600.00 for year one; $20,608.00 for year two; $21,136.00 for
year three; and $21,685.00 for year four to include a complimentary website redesign if
requested by City of Covington in year four.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k % %k %k %k

Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Davis to award
Shepco Paving Inc. the contract for the Pace Street Fire Station Repaving project in the amount
of $379,469.52.

Shepco Paving, Inc. $379,469.52
Black Jack Paving LLC $404,584.64
A&S Paving Inc. $426,384.35
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MHB Paving $459,477.75
Blount Construction Co $556,950.23

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k 3% %k %k k

Motion made by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Rutberg to approve an
amendment to Lakeshore Engineering’s contract through Change Orders up to the remaining
balance of the ARPA Drinking Water Projects to Support Increased Population grant award for
various work items necessary for the Phase 1 and 2 improvements to the City’s Water
Reclamation Facility.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k ok %k %k %k

Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Davis to approve an
amendment to the Reuse System Planning agreement, to include water quality sampling,
permitting efforts, reject stream management, and additional planning phase services for
$408,258.00, which will be paid for by the Amazon Infrastructure Grant.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k 3k 3k %k %k %k

Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Turner to adopt a
Resolution for the Capital Improvements Element that includes the Parks & Recreation
component.

Motion carried unanimously.

%k %k ok %k %k %k

Motion made by Council Member Henderson, seconded by Council Member Turner to approve
authorization to Proceed with the Engineering Phase for Downtown Square Paver Replacement.

Motion carried unanimously.

% %k 3k %k % %k

Motion made by Council Member Rutberg, seconded by Council Member Henderson to approve
adoption of Downtown Solid Waste Recycling & Master Plan.

Motion carried with Council Members Rutberg, Henderson, Johnson & Davis in favor. Council
Member Turner voting opposed.
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Council member Rutberg requested to accompany Public Works Director Lee Harvey in meeting
with the largest waste producing property owners for feedback.

>k 3k 3k %k % %k

A lengthy discussion ensued regarding appointments to the Ethics Committee. Per ordinance
2.06.090, mayor and council shall each designate two qualified citizens so as to provide a pool of
fourteen (14) individuals who have consented to serve as a member of the board of ethics and
who will be available for a period of two years to be called upon to serve in the event a board of
ethics is appointed.

%k %k 3% %k %k k

Tres Thomas thanked all of the departments for their assistance with the Juneteenth Parade and
the 4t of July festivities. He said attendance numbers will be available after 72 hours. He has
confidence that the festival will continue to grow in popularity and size over the upcoming years.
He provided an update on the Emory Street Bridge Project stating that he was informed that they
are running about one month behind and the project is now scheduled to be completed in
September. He also stated that fliers will be going out soon regarding the TCM Overlay.

Larry Manning invited everyone to the upcoming community meeting for the future skate park
in Central Park. The meeting will take place on Thursday, July 16th from 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. at
Legion Field.

Council Member Johnson thanked John King for his assistance with having some precarious tree
limbs removed from a citizen’s yard. She congratulated council members Henderson and Davis
on their continued success with their SYEP work. She thanked Latham Sanitation for employing
one of the SYEP participants and other businesses that are also employing participants.

Council Member Henderson thanked council member Johnson for the recognition and stated
Latham has employed two participants. He asked for a status on the Flat Shoals sidewalks.

John Hendrix replied that work should begin on the project on July 20,

Council Member Turner thanked council members for electing him as GMA flag bearer. He
thanked Beth Ivey for her hours of hard work. He expressed safety concerns over the zip line at
the July fourth festival. He encouraged everyone to participate in early voting. He thanked several
cities and counties that hosted fireworks on the fourth and stated he will vote the same way on
fireworks next year.

Council Member Davis said she thinks that the zipline at Central Park is fun. She is thankful for
the “Paid for from Hotel / Motel Funds” sign at the park. She thanked Anderson Bailey for his
assistance with a neighbor’s trash. She thanked Latham for employing two SYEP participants. She
asked that Larry Manning provide her with an update regarding the skate park meeting after it is
over.
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Council Member Rutberg said he hated to miss the Juneteenth parade but was proud to say that
he was hosting a 60" wedding anniversary party for his parents at the time. He thanked city staff
for all of the work that went into the parades and festival. He said that all departments helped
make the events successful. He stated that he is confident that July fourth attendance will
increase each year. He said people that live in the city reached out and said they were grateful
there we no fireworks in the city this year. He thanked Tres Thomas for the updates. He is happy
to see the passing of the impact fees for parks & recreation. He also recommended everyone
vote early and stay informed about what is happening in your community.

Mayor Baggett said that she thought the Juneteenth concert was great. She thanked Council
member Turner for introducing the band. She stated she believed that the July fourth activities
were great with a short time to plan. She acknowledged the heat, stressing we have no control
over the weather. She enjoyed seeing participants from Oxford and other cities in the July fourth
parade and thanked everyone for their participation. She thanked the employees of the City
Maintenance Department for preparing the float. She said she learned a lot at the GMA classes
especially in regard to media and becoming ADA compliant. She announced that former Mayor
Carter recently lost her sister, Joy, and asked that everyone keep the family in their thoughts and
prayers.

%k %k ok %k %k %k

Being no further business meeting, the meeting adjourned at 8:27 PM.

Fleeta S. Baggett, Mayor

Audra M. Gutierrez, City Clerk
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